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The Word 


By William H. Hayne 


NUMBED by misfortune—frozen to the 
enne— 

Joy’s golden fruit seemed blighted evermore, 

Till suddenly the dumb, dead thing was stirred 

To leaf and blossom by one sunlit word. 


Aucusta, ‘Ga. 








Also it is exceed- 


Good object-teaching is rare. 
ingly useful in holding the attention of that restless 


class of yours. .How would you like to have a novel 
plan, new every week, which you could easily use in 
your class, worked out for you to brighten up your 
teaching of the lessons? Amos R. Wells will do this 
Jor you hereafter in The Sunday School Times. His 
jirst plan appears in this issue. 
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What Duty Really Is 

To do any duty is to accept the best that God's 
love can devise for us just then, A duty is simply a 
thing of highest privilege. For duty is always God's 
best for us. ‘How far away from duty’s real meaning we 
have let ourselves wander! To most of us, duty 
means something hard, harsh, stern, forbidding. 
But when there és anything of this sort in duty, it is 
only the rough, hard shell that surrounds and protects 
the rich kernel within. Hickory nuts are not dis- 
carded nor even complained at because their best can 
be had only by breaking through:a’ hard: barrier. 
Nature’s processes, ‘there could not, in sucha nut, be 
any meaty kernel without the hard shell. And so 
God’s best sometimes comes to us with the hard ex- 
terior ; but, if it is duty, it is always his best ; let us 
never forget that. Duty is the thing that ought to be 
done. It ought to be done because Ged asks it. He 
asks it only because he loves us and wants us to have 
his best. And duty is the key to his best. To reject 
any duty for something that seems easier and better is 
like rejecting a one-hundred dollar bank note for a 
shining ten-dollar gold piece. Duty-doing, also, is 
the most joyous thing in the world ; it-is»letting the 
will of the world-creator, who is all-love,. ~operate in 








» In’ 


us and direct our life. The largest amount of love 
and blessing that God can give us is always wrapped 
up in that one little word of four letters, Duty, 


Xx. 
When to be Thankful 


Resignation is no sort of spirit for the disciple of 
Christ. Tingling life, abounding joy, spiritually elec- 
tric power : these mark those in whom Christ lives. 
And resignation is a poor: substitute for them. We 
can have these superlative experiences of the Christ- 
life no matter who we are or what our circumstances 
are ; and we shall not begin to know the meaning of 
life until we do. Booker Washington is credited with 
saying that when he got to the,point where he could 
thank.God that he was born black instead of white, 
he was a happy man.,.. Have we yet entered, into the. 
joy of singing while we are in prison, of thanking 
God for our drawbacks ? 


x 
Why Argument Gets Nowhere 


Argument is a conversation of opposition. . When 
it has to do with moral or religious questions, an argu- 
ment is an attempt to show directly and through the 
intellect that the person we are talking to is wrong. 
And, as the intellect is never the chief cause of any 
one’s moral or religious erring, such a one can never 
be set right by the intellectual appeal. An argument 
is a tug of war, in which two persons are at opposite 
ends of a rope, each tugging with. all.the strength that. 


is in him away from the other. One may be stronger 
than the other, and. by the sheer brute strength of his 
argument defeat the other ; but he can never win the 
other in that way. To get anywhere with a person 
whom we would convince, we must get him to coming 
willingly in our direction. Argument, being in itself — 
a contest or duel, never accomplishes this, Its only 
possible value may sometimes be in its effect upon the 
hearers or onlookers ; they may perhaps be won to 
our position while we defeat and lose our contestant. 
It is better to win both participant and onlooker ; and 
to do this we must abandon fighting methods, 


x 
Loving with a Will ; 


Only when love gets into the will as well as into 
the feelings do our lives become really loving. It is 
easy to love when we feel loving ; it is hard to love 
when we do not feel loving. Yet those alone who 
love when it is hard to love have learned the meaning 
of love. It was said of a man who did not show the 
tenderer, softer side of his nature as much as do some 
whose feelings lie nearer the surface, that, to him, 
‘*love was not so much a sentiment as a guiding 
principle." And that means that his love was worth 
more, went deeper, lasted longer, and accomplished 
more in the lives of others, than the love of those to 
whom the word means chiefly an emotion. To love 
others is to hold their interests always dear, and to be 
guided in all our actions toward them by that pur- 
pose. | Have we learned to love with our wills ? ’ 


Shall Young Children Join the Church ? 


HERE is little difficulty in saying how early a 
child should become a disciple of Jesus. Just 

as soon as his mind can receive the idea of a 
great unseen Friend, just as soon as his nature is 
capable of loving, just so soon must he be made 
familiar with the fact of Jesus, and with the thought 
and duty of loving surrender and obedience to him. 
This can be brought about so early as to be almost 
incredible -to one who has not been accustomed to 
look and work for it. By the grace of God and the 
power of his Spirit working with and through our 
human faithfulness and love, it can be wrought so 
gently, even imperceptibly to the child, that, like 
F. B. Meyer and many another saint deep in the 
mysteries and power of God, he never knew the hour 
when he turned his face heavenward. He only knows 
that now his eyes are gloriously fixed upon his Lord, 
and he is in the King’s country. And every Chris- 
tian parent must understand that precisely this is the 
task set before him when that baby is put into his 
arms, and that he must begin with the first contact of 
his personality with the child’s personality, and never 
cease his efforts till the goal is reached, —and not then. 
But another question is not always so easy. A 
young disciple begins to find himself, often at a very 
early age, in the very bosom of the church, sur- 
rounded by God’s people and their love, with the 
Saviour’s admonitions to open discipleship and the 


example of parents-and older-friewds: and companions;* 


before him. - He feels the impulse and desire for open, 
definite, declared discipleship. What shall be the 
attitude of parents and friends toward this desire 
which will normally express itself in the wish for 
church-membership ? 

It might seem as if there could be but one answer 
to this question. ‘‘Suffer the little children and for- 
bid them -not, to.come unto me.’’ But there are 
parents to whom it occurs that the coming to Jesus is 
one-thing, and the coming into the church, with its 
professions and demands and responsibilities, is an- 
other, The first is always safe. The second, they 
believe, .may be full of: risk. - It is not proper or wise 





that so solemn and weighty a thing as declared and 
active discipleship and church-membership, they rea- 
son, should be undertaken by one who does not 
understand their full significance. These scruples do 
honor to the forethought and conscience of the parents 
who really feel them. But they are far from decisive. 

It must be conceded that no child at any age, nor 
adult either, should in any sort of way be coerced 
into a profession of religion; and untold harm has no 
doubt been done by getting children to ‘‘join the 
church,’’ who had not first ‘joined Christ.’’ But 
suppose the case to be that of a child who has made 
a definite and voluntary commitment of himself to 
Jesus, and who, by such loving and genial tests as 
may apply to a child’s religion rather than an adult's, 
is clearly a genuine follower of Christ. He desires to 
enrol himself as a disciple in Christ’s church, 

In the words of Peter, ‘‘Can any man forbid the water, 
that these should not be baptized, who have received 
the Holy Spirit as well as we?’’ To throw any more 
obstacles before such a child. than those few and 
slight ones which. may be necessary to assure our- 
selves of the genuineness of his religion, ¢A4s is indeed 
a most serious ‘‘ invasion of the personality,’’ negative 
though it be. This immortal soul, made in God's 
image, and remade by the power of the Spirit, has 
entered into the most solemn and glorious personal 
relations with his heavenly Father, and desires to ex- 
press that relationship in the logical, the appointed. 
way. ‘Who shall say him nay? Who will not help 
him to his desire? 

Or rather, who will throw a stumblingblock be- 
tween him and his sacred duty ?—for open disciple- 
ship of this sort is the child’s duty as well as the 
man’s.  ‘‘ Every one therefore,’’ child or man, ‘‘ who 
shall confess me before men, him will I also confess 
before my Father who is heaven."” When the 


Christian has once decided which by God's lead- 
ing is Azs church, that is his place, and he is on 
false ground outside of it.. The unattached Christian 
He is, though he may 
So when 


is the abnormal Christian. 
not see: it yet, the disobedient Christian. 
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man or child, for any reason, internal or by the exter- 
nal compulsion of influence or authority, is brought 
to turn his back even temporarily on duty, there is 
serious injury. If the power of the moral imperative 
is not perceptibly and: permanently impaired, mental 
and moral confusion, at least, is sure to result, and 
the difference between the parent's will and the Mas- 
ter’s command is hard to adjust. 

Christ's commands are never arbitrary, They ex- 
press needs of the soul. Any soul, for any reason, 
deprived of the benefits of intimate association with 
the members of his Father's family as one of them, 
is deprived of the gratification of some of the highest 
aspirations and powers of his renewed nature. 
‘« Hereby know we that we have passed from death 
unto life, because we love the brethren.'' There are 
manifestations and sharings and delights of this full 
love from which he is debarred. ‘These are not only, 
as im some cases, ‘‘sacramental,’’ but ‘most deeply 
spiritual also. The child is dimly conscious, and 
sometimes not so dimly, of these longings and feel- 
ings and fellowships of his sonhood, and he is some- 
how barred their full expression. He is in the house, 
and of the household, in spirit and in fact, and yet 
he is not one of those who sit at the table. 

And how much that child-faith and religious life 
needs the steadying and reinforcement and develop- 
ment that responsibility and relation and obligation 
alone can give! The unattached Christian is ab- 
normal in being unattached, but still. more is he ab- 
normal dy being unattached. The pine-tree which is 
to furnish clear, straight-grained, knotless timber, fit 
for framing in with others, is not the pine-tree that 
lives in the open, swept to and fro by every wind that 
blows, and following the caprices of its own wild will. 
It is the pine-tree that grows in the forest, surrounded 
by others, limited, confined, directed to straight and 
upward growth by the interacting growth of its fellows. 
The guerrilla Christian is the eccentric Christian. The 
Christian of the orderly, symmetrical, mutual charac- 
ter has from the start been subject to the influences, 
has sustained the burdens, has enjoyed the guardian- 
ship, of consistent, faithful, active church-member- 
ship. He cannot be normal without. Refuse him 
membership, and you subject him to the unchartered 
twist during thé very days when the twig is bent. 

The great danger is that of the throttled, perhaps 
of the utterly destroyed, religious life, Any Christian 
worker of wide experience can cite scores of cases 
where men and women who came at last, but came 
all too late, dated their first impulses to religion back 
in an old childhood experience. But parents or 
friends frowned on it or neglected it, and no further 
step was taken ; it was forgotten or overlaid by the 
sins or follies of the years, until late in life this new 
experience came, Some authorities assert that none 
ever come late in life but those who did have such a 
childhood experience. They came at last, however? 
These did. The others did not report. And how 
did these come? Robbed of all the precious Chris- 
tian experience of the years between, robbed of the 
cumulative growth of Christian service, robbed of the 
inestimable fellowships of the Christian life, robbed 
of the moulding and enriching presence and influence 
of a Christ loved, confessed, obeyed, throughout these 
plastic years ;—robbed of all this, and injured by the 
sins and twists and atrophies and deteriorations and 
habits of an imperfectly nurtured or unnurtured Chris- 
tian life. Never on earth could they be what they might 
have been. Was it not partial spiritual murder ? 

Or complete spiritual murder, sometimes? Was 
the aborted life perhaps really killed, such a set of the 
nature imparted against religion—either opposition or 
deadly indifference—that henceforth no life ever came? 
Whatever our doctrinal views here, we can at least say, 
as with the kindred question of ‘falling from grace,"’ 
that it is ‘‘extremely risky to try it."" When one 
discourages a child's religion, or hinders its full and 
normal expression, is he not dangerously near attempt- 
ing the suppression or suffocation of a soul ? 

The child Christian, properly trained—and he is so 
much more susceptible of training—is incomparably 
the safer. He yields. the most of the brightest stars 
in our galaxy of Christian workers. He yields no such 
proportion of failures. This is Spurgeon’s testimony, 
and many another's. . And we can better afford to run 
what risk there may be, if indeed there is any, of now 
and then letting an earnest child mistakenly press his 
way in. We are much more likely by our frost to 
blast some tender shoot, one of God's little ones, than 
by excess of sunshine to stimulate some strange growth. 
Wisdom is never out of place, but the odds are all in 
favor of playing sunshine to possible good. Besides, 
such ‘‘tares'' as these, coming in as a resuJt of faith 
and love, not carelessness, under the eye of watchful 
Christian men and women in a warm atmosphere of 
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spiritual power, God has a way of turning into wheat. 
We must not knowingly introduce the tares. But we 
may trust to God's grace and power, if we have done our 
best,.the possible errors of too great faith ahd hope. 

df we have done our best! What a challenge to 
parents and older Christians! A challenge to furnish 
that life-giving atmosphere, a challenge to faithful 
tutelage and watchcare, a challenge to a high Chris- 
tian living that shall be an example, an inspiration, 
an inescapable influence! The weak point in church- 
membership, for everybody concerned, young and 
old, is not at its entrance, but after. , 

















Does the Bible Enjoin Self-Love? 


Is there a higher self, a spiritual self, for which 
the Christian man, recognizing this in himself, ought 
to have a prope: form of self-love? Continuing the 
discussion commenced in The Sunday School Times 
of September 3, when the meaning of the words of the 
Old Testament, reiterated by Jesus, ‘‘ Thou shalt love 
thy neighbor as thyself,’’ were studied in the current 
International Lesson, another letter on self-love is now 
considered. A West Virginia reader believes that the 
Bible teaches the duty of self-love, and he writes ; 

You say we are not to love self. .May I ask what is then 
the meaning, or measure, if I may so express it, of the com- 
mand, ‘‘ Thou shalt love... thy neighbor as thyself’’? and 
also int Samuel 20 : 17, ‘‘and Jonathan caused David to 
swear again, because he loved him, for he loved him as he 
loved his own soul*’ ?_ I make no plea for selfishness, which 
might be termed self-love gone to seed ; but, in condemning 
self-love absolutely, it looks to me as if you are going against a 
most wise and beneficent arrangement of Providence. How isa 
man to '‘ have respect unto the recompense of the reward "’ it 
he cares nothing for self ; and what would keep many men from 
a carelessness, even recklessness, with self, which would result- 
ultimately in self-destruction, even leading to the deliberate 
act of suicide in distress, if it were not for the love of life, the 
life of self, implanted in almost every breast ? 

As I see it, God has provided fot a//, every needed ‘‘ good 
and perfect gift,"" and, to the end that each one may have.a 
powerful incentive to lay hold of these, has given to each an 
abiding love of self, so that instinctively, when we see that 
which we think is to our advantage, we endeavor to apprepri- 
ate it, just.as he intended we should do in the case of those 
things which are to our real advantage.. The trouble with the 
selfish man is that he somehow feels that there are not enough 
good things to ‘‘ go round,"’ and so s¢eads the things which be- 
long to his neighbor, and in doing so is just as mean as any 
other kind of thief. Nowas a contrast to this we have Paul, 
that prince of unselfish men, who declared : '‘I have fought 
the good fight, | have finished the course, I have kept the 
faith : henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of right- 
eousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give to 
me at that day ; and not to me only, but also to all them that 
have loved his appearing.'’ Thus. while he reeognizes and 
rejOices in the good things of others, he also recognizes and 
rejoices in the good things belonging to himself. 

course, if you refer only to the sinful, unregenerate self 
within us which must be “slain,"’ I agree with you entirely. 

There seems to be no passage in all the Bible that 
directly enjoins’ any duty of self-love. There are 
several passages from which honest students of the 
Bible sometimes infer a duty of self-love. But in 
view of the positive teachings of Scripture against any 
love of self, and in view also of the inestimable gain, 
as a matter of actual life-experience, of seeking to 
shut out of our lives all self-love, it would seem to be 
clear that self-love is not taught in the Bible, but is 
enly a mistaken inference from any passages that 
seem to imply it. 

Self-love may be mentioned as a fact in the Bible ; 
but that is ver; different from enjoining it as a duty. 
The Bible records facts of human nature running up 
and down the whole range of worthiness and unwor- 
thiness, sin and righteousness. The natural prompt- 
ing to self-love was recognized by Jesus as a basis 
which would be understood by all, when he said, 
Love thy neighbor as thyself. But, as has already 
been pointed out in these columns, when any man 
honestly and consistently gives his neighbor the place 
in his own esteem that he has been giving himself, 
he finds himself being crowded out of his own inter- 
ests and forgotten by himself: and that seems to be 
just what Christ was after. Christ recognized the fact 
of natural seli-love, and was willing to start from that 
as a basis ; but he nowhere enjoined a duty of self- 
love. The two things are widely different. 

So of the other passages cited. When it is re- 
corded that Jonathan loved David as his own soul, 
this was simply a statement of fact. The Bible.writer 
was not dealing then with duties at all : he was re- 
cording history. As a matter of fact, we know that 
Jonathan loved David even more than he loyed his own 
soul, for his whole course toward David. showed. this. 
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It would not seem’ to be overstating thé case to say 
that if Jonathan had had to choose between the eter- 
nal welfare of David's soul and his own, he would not 
have hesitated an instant : he would gladly have been 
lost for David's sake. For that is love, and Jona- 
than had love: self-forgetful, self-crucified love. 
There is no such thing as self-loving love for others. 
Moses is said to have ‘‘looked unto the recom- 
pense of reward’’ (Heb. 11 : 26). Here again the 
inspired writer is dealing, not with duty, but with fact. 
But he does not say what the reward was ;.and he 
certainly does not say that Moses was looking unto 
the recompense of getting something for himself, to 
satisfy any self-love. Moses renounced the treasures 
of Egypt for the reward of servirig his people in self- 
forgetful, selfless service ; and if he thought much 
about the next world’s rewards, it is safe to believe 


‘ that he looked forward eagerly to an eternity of serv- 


ice with and for God, That is the only reward that 
would interest any healthy Christian man or woman 
to-day ; and there is no self-love in it. 

Paul, again, was not dealing with duty, but with 
fact, when he declared his knowledge of what awaited 
him and all who loved the Lord in the next world. 
That Paul was uttering a truth does not mean that 
Paul was enjoining a duty. For Paul nowhere says 
that he had chosen his kind of life because he was 
going to get a crown for it. No one who knows Paul 
would accept that. Paul lived as he did decause of 
what his risen Christ and Saviour showed him on the 
way to Damascus of His self-crucified sacrifice for 
Saul of Tarsus. Thereafter Paul's self died ; any self- 
love was gone forever ; and his whole life-passion 
was to pour himself out in selfless service for the 
Christ who had died for him. ‘I protest,’’ said 
Paul, ‘‘ by that glorying in you, brethren [not in my- 
self], which I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die 
daily."’ Again, to the Colossian Christians : ‘‘ For 
ye died, and your life is hid with Christ in God."’ 
And to the Galatian Christians : ‘‘I.-have been cruci- 
fied with Christ ; and it is no longer I that live, but 
Christ liveth in me.’’ Paul does not~-seem to have 
believed in self-love, even on the loftiest plane. 

When a man, redeemed by Christ, has lost himself 
in the service of Christ, he needs no self-love to keep 
him from suicide, nor from any form of carelessness or 
recklessness with himself .He knows that.-he. does 
not belong to himself, but to. Christ ; and. he cares 
for himself, not because of any self-love, but that he 
may be,used of Christ in Christ's service for others. 
He is the temple of the Holy Spirit ; and so he cares 
for that temple, not because he loves it, nor because 
Christ loves.it, but because he loves the Christ whose 
Spirit is graciously willing to dwell in him. 

Even if it were possible for a man to have a Christ- 
love for himself, it would not seem to bea wise or 
a safe thing for him to exercise that love in his own 
direction. This point will be considered. more fully 
in a forthcoming issue. 
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From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


FERNAL GOD, our.Father: Show ‘us, we pray thee, 
what living means. Forgive us for taking its majestic 
issues for granted ; for shirking responsibility ; for bar- 

gaining away moral growth in the court of pleasure, and sell- 
ing ourselves for a song—just because pleasure is sweet and 
the song alluri Teach us to feel life a weighty thing, worth 
all toil and sacrifice. Impart to us the deeper things of right- 
eousness. Make us covetous of the loftiest attainments. Re- 
buke our easy contentment with merely an amiable temper 
and smooth-going ways; our childish satisfaction with just 
being nice ; our partiality for the easiest read ; our seated dis- 
taste for rugged paths and stormy experiences ; our disrelish 
for the toil af climbin the heights of God. _ Lord, enlarge our 
hearts. Make room there for such unaccustomed and perhaps 
unwelcome guests as patience, foftitude, humility, and self- 
control. Make us afraid to rest in any present attainment. 
Prepare us for unexpected emergencies. Equip and fortify 
our unstable souls for stormy days, for disillusionizing experi- 
ences, and for disappointments which shock us to the center 
and rock us till the foundations shake. How else shall we fol- 
low him who in his saddest hour was abandoned by his closest 
friends and crucified by his own people? Lord Jesus, make 
us partakers of thine own invincible virtue and unshakable 
devotion. So school us that when our - grows thorny we 
shall not falter, Even should we find our life-plans overthrown, 
and faith itself grown dim, still let our fidelity, like thine own, 
remain fixed, our feet still toiling up the heavenly way, and 
our hearts breathing thy prayer, ‘‘ Nevertheless, not my will 
but thine be done."” So establish and confirm us in thyself 
that, if the fabric of our earthly hopes should totter and fall, 
we shall at once set out to rebuild it more wisely, with un- 
broken serenity and with ‘quickened energy... . ‘Thereunto, 
© our God, give us grace to build daily an ever firmer habit, 
and to acquire a more robust Christlikeness. Constrain us to 
take pains, and not drift ; to subject ourselves to thy discipline ; 
to give over conceit of our own supposed superiority, and the 
delusion of our assured safety. Strengthen our moral stamina. 
Make our spiritual perceptions more acute. Enlarge our 
vision. . Fit us to cope with surprise, and to pass through the 
fires of agony unscathed. . .. Thus, Lord Jesus, wonld we be 
made partakers of thy sufferings as these may be appointed 
us, that we may alse share thy power and become partakers 
of thy resurrection. 








LESSON FOR. OCTOBER 2 (Matt. a5 : 1-13) 








N PALESTINE, the married home is the normal.con- 
dition of life, and any exception to that condition 
calls for apology’and explanation. Entrance into 

the state of matrimony is regarded as awaiting every- 
one on reaching manhood and womanhood... For 
in the East woman has no position or means of exist- 
ence as an independent individual. She is always 
identified with and accountable to her male relatives, 
and is watched over and protected by them. In the 
absence of our Western chivalry, this tends naturally 
to make the woman’s position servile and subordinate 
in the family. _The parental interest in providing for 
a daughter's marriage is thus only part of that pro- 
vision and protective regard by which a woman's life 
is at all times surrounded. This need of guardianship 
and direction is further accentuated by the fact that 
in the East marriage takes place much earlier in 
life than is customary with us. Now and then a 
woman may be met with who is a grandmother at 
twenty-two ! ' 

In consequence, children from their early days are 
familiarized with the thought of marriage as some- 
thing that is being already arrranged tor them by 
their parents and relatives. For the daughter es- 
pecially, it is a day that brings to her parents relief 
from a grave anxiety ; it means the entrance into a 
new life with a transfer of loyal sympathy and owner- 
ship to a new home and a new circle of relatives ; 
above all it is the day of her life for adornment, praise 
and brief personal importance. Little Oriental girls 
present at a wedding look upon one whom they 
have often seen in,common clothes and busy with 
common housework now robed as a bride in splendor 
almost beyond recognition, and each one _ longs for 
the day when she also will be enthroned as a queen, 
and become an object of awe and admiration. 


‘When the Children Play Wedding 42 
Children ‘in the East love to exercise thé*imagina- 
tion and ‘‘play at pretend’’; and Oriental school- 
girls at the recreation hour sometimes leave their other 
games to play at Bride.’ They seléct one‘of their number 
to be the bride, the honor being usually conferred on 
one whe has a fair complexion, as that without trouble 
gives the bridal effect aimed at by paint and powder. 
The others act as bridesmaids, and with much dis- 
cussion and many altérations they proceed to adorn 
her.’ They supply her with earrings, ‘usually the 
bride's first preparation for wedded life, they put 
bracelets upon her wrists, the best and brightest sash 
is tied around her waist, they set flowers in her hair, 
and arrange the veil over her face, and conduct her 
to a decorated chair where she sits with downcast eyes, 
mute and motionless like Rameses in granite. Others 
meanwhile have been busy preparing music. A cane 
from the teacher's desk becomes a flute, two sticks 
represent a violin, a tin wash-basin is a tambourine, 
and like the professional singing women at.a marriage 
feast they repeat snatches of improvised or remem- 


bered song in praise of the bride’s beauty in person — 
and character. ..Sometimes one of the school hymns ~ 


does duty on these occasions. They then form in 
a line in front of the bride, and with waving handker- 
chiefs and veils perform the peasant dance called the 
dabkeh, marked by recurring clapping of hands and 
simultaneous stamping of the little feet. Now and 
then, as a high favor, the bride condescends to leave 
her chair, and glide sideways up and down in front 
of them, while the assumption of dignified reserve is 
rather severely tested by the falling off of some of her 
borrowed finery. Occasionally the wedding rehearsal 
is made more realistic by taking one of the little boys 
allowed to attend the school with his older sister and 
giving him the honor of the bridegroom's place. But 
as he has no ornaments and has nothing to do, he 
soon finds out that it is a girls’ game and goes away 
in the middle of it. Thus long ago the children 
played at bride in the streets of Jerusalem, and the 
usual heartiness of the child-drama gave emphasis to 
the complaint which our Lord heard one day and 
found a deeper meaning in, ‘‘ We have piped unto 
you and ye have not danced.”’ 

As Oriental marriage is not a love choice of the 
young people themselves, but a life provision made 
by their parents, the bargaining instinct plays a con- 
siderable part in the arrangements. When the young 
woman belongs to a humble family, with little social 
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Marriage ‘Customs of the East 


By George M. Mackie, D.D. 





There is little similarity between the marriage cus- 
toms of the East and of the West. So little have 
they in common that the reading of such a parable 
from the New Testament as that of the five wise 
and five foolish virgins at the bridegroom’s proces- 
sion is almost beyond intelligent comprehension by 
a Western reader—without the letting in of light 
from the Orient. Such light is shed in abundance 
by Dr. Mackie’s interesting account. He writes out 
of a life of thirty years’ missionary service in Syria. 








influence, or has some blemish as the result of oph- 
thalmia or small-pox, or has passed the usual age of 
Oriental marriage, she may not find a husband without 
the assistance of adowry. One of the deeds of charity 
in the rabbinical laws of the Jews is to contribute 
toward such a dowry, so that even on such unromantic 
terms the marriage may be brought about. But when 
she belongs to a superior family, and is of pleasant per- 
sonal appearance, she becomes a valuable commercial 
asset to her father, who, other things being equal, pre- 
fers the highest bidder. When a breach of promise 
occurs, it is rarely from the caprice of the bride-elect, 
but from the promising party, the father, who has 
found some new objection, or has received a more 
remunerative offer. It is the apprehension of some 
such act that excuses the rather prosaic and distrust- 
ful behavior of the betrothed lover, who may call and 
exhibit the bracelets, earrings and watch for the bride, 
but which he takes away with him and keeps until the 
marriage day. Jacob understands Laban. 

When the projected marriage is approved by both 
families, and all the financial preliminaries have been 
settled, there comes the ceremony of betrothal. It 
is the acceptance before witnesses of the terms of the 
marriage as contracted for. God's blessing is asked 
on the union that is to take place after some months, 
or after some ‘years, arid all danger from financial 
fencing and bluffing is thus considered at an end. 
Thereafter happiness and harmony may preside over 
all-the arrangements for the marriage day. Among 
the Jews the betrothal is so far regarded as binding 
that, if the marriage should not take place owing to the 
absconding of the bridegroom or breach of contract 
on his part, the young woman cannot be married to 
another man until she is liberated by a paper of 
divorce. 

The marriage happily affects all the relatives: of 
pride and bridegroom, and is a time of hearty con- 
gratulation from the numerous guests who are invited 
to the wedding. Hospitality is lavishly provided, 
and those who attend come prepared to share in the 
enjoyment of the occasion and to contribute to the 
general happiness. The festivities are often ex- 
tended over several days, and gifts of food and money 
are distributed among the poor. 


The Bridegroom’s Festive Escort 

When both parties live in the same town, the mar- 
riage reception may take place in either home, but the 
older tradition points to the house of the bridegroom's 
parents as the proper: place. It is the bringing 
home of an already accredited bride to her covenanted 
husband. She is escorted by a company of female 
attendants, with male relatives and friends conveying 
on mules and porters articles of furniture and decora- 
tion for the new home. Consgicuous among these is 
the large trunk of walnut inlaid with ivory and 
mother-of-pearl containing the bridal trousseau. As 
the marriage usually takes place late in the evening, 
the house is given up for the day to the women who 
are busy robing the bride and making preparations 
for the coming hospitality. 

The bridegroom is absent at the house of a friend or 
relative, where men congregate in the evening for the 
purpose of escorting him home. When he indicates 
that it is time to go, all rise up, and candles and 
torches aré supplied to those who are to form the 
procession. [t is always a very picturesque sight to 
see such a procession moving along in the stillness of 
an Ofiental ‘starry night, while on each side of the 
Narrow street, from flat housetop and balcony, crowds 
look down, ahd women raise the peculiar cry of wed- 
ding joy that tells these farther dowii that the pageant 





has started. This is taken up along the route, and 
gives intimation to those who are waiting with the 
bride that it is time to arise and light up the approach 
and welcome the bridegroom with honor. As at the 
house where the bridegroom is receiving his friends 
some come late, and speeches of congratulation have 
to be made, and poems have to be recited in praise 
of the groom and to the honor of the family name, it 
is often near midnight when the procession bégins. 
Meanwhile, as the night wears on, and all the duties 
of robing the bride and adorning the house are ac- 
complished, a period of drowsy waiting sets in, as 
when in the parable both the wise and the foolish 
virgins were overcome with sleep. In their case the 
distant cry on the street brought the warning to pre- 
pare for the reception, and then came the discovery 
of the exhausted oil. 

Of the bridegroom's retinue only a lunited number 
would enter, their chief duty being that of escort. 
They might call next day to offer congratulations, 
An Arabic wedding rhyme says : 


** To the bridegroom’s door went the torch-lit array, 
And then like goats they scattered away.’’ 


With their dispersion the doors would be closed, 
leaving within the relatives and invited guests, and 
so, when the belated virgins hastened back, they 
found themselves inexorably shut out by the etiquette 
of the bridal ceremony. The opportunity of service 
was past and they were no longer needed. 


What Is the Outlook for the Bride ? 

When the bride belongs to another village, she is 
conducted toward her new home riding on a gaily 
adorned horse or mule and escorted by relatives and 
neighbors on foot and on horseback. | They.. sing 
wedding and war songs, horsemen go through evolu- 
tions, and charge with uplifted spears like desert war- 
riors, while in front of the walking procession youtig 
men dance and engage in mock combat with sword 
and shield. * At the villages they pass through, the 
inhabitants turn out to watch, comment, and give 
their peace. Before the bridal retinue has reached 
its destination it is met by a similar procession headed 
by the bridegroom, and in districts where the primi- 
tive customs prevail there arises the tumult and chal- 
lenging of a Homeric battle, as if the bridegroom had 
come to carry off his bride by force. 

When a son marries, he usually brings his bride to 
live in his father’s house, where rooms are assigned 
to them, and where several married brothers may 
already be established. The grandparents still govern 
the entire family. They still say as they said at 
Bethlehem, ‘‘ There is a son born to Naomi,’’—not 
merely to Ruth. To belong to her husband is to 
belong to all that he belongs to. This relationship of 
a purchased and dedicated possession is often patheti- 
cally referred to by the Old Testament prophets in 
appealing to revolting Israel, the bride of Jehovah. 

As the Oriental bride is young and inexperienced, 
she has to obey implicitly the orders of her mother- 
in-law, who usually puts her through the same disci- 
pline that was once exercised upon herself. In a 
Bible class of Oriental women the story of the glorious 
affection that united Naomi and Ruth never loses its 
charm of novelty. 

Living in the privacy of the family and under the 
protection and control of her husband and male rela- 
tives, the wife is scarcely considered responsible for 
the guidance of her own life. Divorce is always an 
act of the husband, and the right is often exercised 
capriciously, in a moment of exasperation, on account 
of some act of neglect or wilful disobedience on the 
part of the wife. The protection of the wife comes 
chiefly from three considerations, (1.) A dismissed 
wife cannot, at least among the Moslems and Druzes, 
return to her husband until after she has in the mean- 
time been married to another man. (2.) She takes 
with her all that she brought with her. (3.) Her dis- 
credited return to her own family circle is at once an 
affront and a pecuniary loss to them, and henceforth 
her relatives become the active and resentful enemies 
of the husband. 

The marriage union is regarded as from God, and 
the things that disturb and‘separate must be from the 
Evil One. 

Beyrourt, SYRIA. 





Sarah. 
| bed-room slippers. As a favor, I.ask you not to lay 
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The Brighter Side of Life: 


Glints of Sunshine from 





Sarah’s Mother 


KNEW Mrs. Holman from the time I was able to 
toddle about. To know her was to know that life 
held but one person to her. ‘That was her only 

child, Sarah. Sarah and I played together as chil- 
dren. Mrs. Holman had little to spend on the child's 
clothes; but she made the best of everything. 
Sarah’s gingham aprons were marvels of fine washing 
and ironing. Her little white dresses boasted no fine 
laces ; but bits of dainty needle-work made them ex- 
quisite. As Sarah grew, both father and mother went 
shabby to buy a piano and give their child the benefit 
of a fine teacher. As the years went by, they found 
themselves well repaid for their efforts. Sarah had 
developed into a young woman of cultivated mind 
and manner, and with a high-bred air that caused 
Strangers to turn to look at her. She appreciated 
the sacrifices which her parents had made for her, and 
repaid them with a devotion and tenderness which 
was beautiful to witness. For their sake, she was un- 
tiring in her music, and achieved more than the aver- 
age player. She was barely past twenty when she 
was accepted as the musical instructor in the seminary. 

Fifty dollars a month! The amount seemed great 
to her. She made plans to spend it before she -had 
begun to earn it. 

** I am going to get mother a broadcloth coat suit,"’ 
she confided to me, ‘‘and father an overcoat. Both 
their birthdays come in October."’ 

Her plans were carried out. That winter the Hol- 
man kitchen had a new range ; the father and mother 
appeared in new outfits ; new bits of china graced the 
table. In every room were results of Sarah's salary. 

For four yeats she held the position of musical in- 
structor, her salary being increased with’ each year. 
During the holiday season of the fourth year, her en- 
gagement of marriage to a brilliant young lawyer was 
announced. .The wedding was to take place the fol- 
lowing September. The young man immediately 
made plans for the builditig-of a-home. ‘Mrs. Hol- 
man and the dressmaker weré busy on the wedding 
garments. Before the summer had passed, there were 
quantities of dainty garments ready for the bride. 

In August I left home for a business trip. Almost 
the first word which came to me upon my arrival in 
the strange city was that Sarah Holman had died after 
a few hours’ illness, 

I could not return until some time after the funeral. 
One week of vacation remained before I would be 
compelled to leave for my winter's work. | felt that 
I must go to see Mrs. Holman. I knew she was heart- 
broken. But there had heen so much sadness in my 
own life that I felt that I must in some way escape 
this, and I put it off from day to day. 

One afternoon Mrs. Holman sent for me. I made 
myself ready, and fortified my spirit to stand the grief 
and tears with which I knew I would be engulfed. 

She kissed me when I entered the house. For an 
instant her eyes filled ; but just for an instant. Forc- 
ing them back, she became interested in me, asking 
me of the success of my business trip, and my plans. 

It was I who brought up the subject of~her loss. 
Again the tears came to her eyes and her lips quiv- 
ered. Controlling herself, she told me of Sarah’s 
death, 

*¢I knew you were going away,’’ she said at last, 
*¢ otherwise I would not. have sent for you so soon. 
Will you come up to Sarah’s bedroom.’’ 

I followed her upstairs. There, arranged in a score 
of little heaps and bundles, were all the dead girl's 
clothes, music, and articles of adornment. 

‘eI have divided these up so that each one of 
Sarah's friends would have something suited to her 
own needs. Her Cousin Sue has promised to wear 
what would have been her ‘ going away dress.’ Sue and 
Sarah are the same age. I knew that Anna would 
make use of the music. Sarah really had a fine col- 
lection.’ 

Passing to the writing-desk, which was covered with 
articles, she continued, ‘‘ Here is her writing-pad, 
her fountain-pen, and her stamp-book, just as she left 
them. I wish you would take them as a gift from 
I laid aside also for you her kimono and 


, 


them aside to keep. 
their usefulness is past."’ 
I assisted her in afranging and disposing of some 


1 want you to wear them until 


By Jean K. Baird 


smaller articles. While we worked, she.talked freely 
and calmly. 

‘‘For twenty-five years John and I never spent a 
penny without some thought of Sarah in it. We have 
Just begun to realize that she was the motive of every- 
thing we did. I shall try not to give up to my grief 
so that Sarah’s friends will dread to come here. You 
must not fear that I shall sadden you. I wish you to 
come as you always did, bringing your fun and laugh- 
ter with you. John and I will bear our burden. We 
shall not put the task upon others. 

‘‘I_ knew that I could never keep these clothes 
here, and look upon them day after day, nor could I 
bear the thought that after I am gone strange hands 
should dispose of them. I will feel happier to know 
that her possessions are being used by those who 
knew and loved her.”’ 

Will I neyer learn? Must my eyes always be 
closed to the heroism about me? I asked myself. 
Here on the level, stretched white with dust, a temple 
worthy of the gods had raised itself. 


« 
The Man Who Turned the Lights Out 


O COME into a strange school at night, as a new 
teacher, and to go to a strange room ; that was 
quite enough to depress one. But that was not 

the worst of it. The worst was continued day after 
day. The teaching was nothing in itself if it could 
have been dropped when the teacher quitted the 





- class-room ; but that was impossible. There was 


hall-duty from the time the rising-bell rang until 
Heydrick turned the lights off; and even after that‘; 
for girls at school seemed to. have been inoculated i in 
regard to sleeping-hours. 

The dormitories wére long and narrow, with deors 
opening from each side at regular intervals of twelve 
feet. 

The place seemed to get on one’s nerves. Every 
teacher was working, upon the frayed edge of her 
strength. Not that the work was heavy, but it had 
that in it which isolated one from people of her 
kind. It was a life spent with those of immature 
minds. Lessons, meals, and recreation were all in 
the midst of pupils. With no thought of any one 
but themselves and their little vanities, the boys and 
girls were critical to a great degree and as aggressive 
as they were permitted to be. 

It had been a particularly hard day. The night 
before a few had.chosen to get up at midnight and 
make fudge. This necessitated the loss of several 
hours of sleep on the part of the hall teacher. In 
the morning, Bleva’s watch having gained a~ half 
hour, we were aroused that much earlier than we 
should have been. So it had been during the entire 
day. A hundred: petty annoyances had augmented 
themselves into a great big trouble. 

I was in my sitting-room in the corner of the second 
floor. My blinds were up and the lights on. The 
campus was supposed'to be deserted. I had no 
thought of being seen. 

I was tired in brain and body ; I was discouraged, 
homesick, and depressed. I presume my expression 
and attitude showed it as I sat there. I was making 
no effort to.‘‘ keep a brave front.”’ 

I heard a,man’s step in the hall. In an instant I 
was alert to listen, for no man was permitted te enter 
the dormitories. 

My door stood open. - The steps came near, I 
looked ; before the door stood the man who acted as 
night-watchman, .and who turned the lights out. 

He slowly took large red apples from his coat- 
pocket and handed them to me, _ His face was genial 
and kind. I felt bétter for merely looking upon him. 

‘¢T saw you while I was making my rounds,”’ he 
said. - ‘*I said to myself, that new teacher is home- 
sick. So I thought I'd let you know that some one 
thinks about all the homesick girls here."* 

I had my hands filled with apples. He began to 
unload from a second set of pockets. ‘ Will you 
take these down to No. 70 to that little Miss Travis ? 
I heard her crying. This is her first term. Tell her 
I got these especially for her from‘ Millport.. That's 
where she lives.”’ 


— 


He went on his way. I could smile now. I was 
no longer lonely. I knew there was one big sympa- 
thetic heart among the hundreds under the roof. 

The little gift was nothing in itself. I do not know 
that I ate the apples. What helped me was the 
touch of humanity which lay in the heart of the man 
who turned the lights out. 


4 
The Woman with the Sable Furs 


HAD seen her again and again, this woman with 
the sable furs. Sometimes she was entering or 
leaving her carriage. Then I would pass her 

face to face on the street. Her bearing was that of 
a queen. Her tailored skirts were always ef the finest 
broadcloth, and her coat of rich fur. 

I mentally shrugged my shoulders every time I passed 
her. She impressed me as exceedingly haughty, self- 
sufficient, and overbearing. So I set her down in my 
own mind, without knowing aright about her. 

Some one asked me to assist with a church supper. 
} had promised, and on the evening arrayed for it 
I was flying about, assisting in little things. 

The supper room was crowded. The places at the 
tables were taken, and many were waiting their turn. 
I saw the woman with the sable furs come in and look 
about with her haughty, self-sufficient glance. As 
her eye swept calmly over the roofn, it gave the im- 
pression that it saw everything there was to be seen. 
It gave its clear, broad sweep, and rested at last upon 
the table where two young women with little children 
in their arms were trying to eat. The women were 
shabbily dressed. They looked careworn and over- 
worked. They were getting little enjoyment from 
their suppers, for their year-old babies pulled at the 
plates and clutched at the forks, 

The woman with the sable furs looked upon them. 
I turned away disgusted, for I fancied I read the scorn 
in her face, ~- ~< gee R 

Busied with serving, the little incident pd from 
my mind, After a few minutes, I returned to that 
end-of-the table. -The two young women were eating 
their ‘supper with an expression of satisfaction and 
ease. “Their babies: were not with them. 

‘Where are the children ?’’ I asked. 

**A lady offered to take care of them until we fin- 
ished,’’ was the reply. 

I turned away. As I passed the open door leading 
into a small class-room, I saw again my lady with the 
sable furs. She sat at the piano, a child resting 
against each arm. ‘She was striking the keys softly, 
and singing a littke song so low that only the babies 
and I heard. The babies were gurgling with laugh- 
ter. They rubbed their cheeks against the soft fur 
and called it ‘‘ Kitty-kit."’ 

Several weeks passed before I saw her again. This 
time it was in the crowded station at a junction. The 
seats were filled. A number stood in the center of 
the room awaiting the incoming train. 

A querulous old body sat back in a corner seat. 
She smelled of snuff and tobacco. She wore a knitted 
hood of the style of a quarter century back. Her 
shawl was heavy and cumbersome. She nad come 
in on the eleven o'clock accommodation after a ride 
of several hours, and was compelled to wait until 
three o'clock for the train on the main line. 

‘*But I had a fine dinner,”’ she told me with satis- 
faction. ‘*Atthe hotel. Everything you could think 
of, and servants and all fixed up to kill.’’ 

** You did not go alone !’’ I exclaimed. The only 
hotel of any importance was several squares away. 

‘*No, a lady took me, She came in on the same 
train I did. When she knew I was alone, she invited 
me to go. She said | sheuldn’t worry. She'd see I 
got on the train all” right. I’m slow and a bit uncer- 
tain.”” 

I moved away, wondering what good fairy had put 
it inte seme one’s mind to make the old woman's day 
happy. 

When train time came, I knew it was my lady of 
the sable furs. She led the old woman away, and I 
saw them enter the car together. 

My eyes were wide open now. I had been expect- 
ing to find dead leaves and barren bushes. Instead, 


I had stumbled upen a rare, dainty flower, whose 
sweetness lingers with me even yet. 


Renovo, Pa. 
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From the Notebook of W. C. Pearce 


DESSA, ONTARIO. —In January, 1908, the super- 
intendent of the Odessa Methodist Sunday- 
school attended the International Adult Bible 

Class conference held in Toronto. After his return 
home he organized a class for men which on March 3 
numbered 40. Previous to this time the average atten- 
dance of the school was about 65. On March 3 it 
had reached 238, and the superintendent reports the 
spiritual life greatly quickened. 

Ashland, Ohio.—A men's class was organized in 
the Methodist Church November 13, 1905. At that 
time there were only one or two organized classes in 
the town, which has a population of between 7,000 and 
8,000. The organized adult classes multiplied rapidly 
until there were twenty-eight classes organized in ac- 
cordance with the International Standard of Organiza- 
tion. During the year 1907 a series of evangelistic 
meetings were held with an attendance of from five to 
eight hundred men, many of whom were led to con- 
fess Christ. Through the efforts of some of the lead- 
ers of these Adult Bible Classes a ‘‘ New Citizens 
League’’ was formed. This league did such efficient 
work that the entire town was carried for prohibition 
in June, 1907. The teacher of the class writes: My 
heart rejoices greatly when I remember that five years 
ago Ashland was reckoned as a very wicked place, 
and the saloon forces thought it was invincible ; to-day 
we have as large a proportion of men trained for per- 
sonal work, and-who will stand in the firing line in 
any righteous movement as any town in the country. 

Portland, Oregon.—A class of young women was 
organized in 1896 in the Presbyterian Church of Port- 
land, Oregon, which began with a membership of two 
and went up to a membership of 700 women. 


* 
Preparing an Adult Class Lesson. 


Some time ago a young business man in Pennsylvania 
who was teaching a Bible class wrote to the Editor 
asking for a frank criticism of his own methods, which 
he described. The letter was discussed in Notes on 
Open Letters; and the main peint of the Editor’s” 
suggestion was that the most effective teacher does no 
preaching, but much questioning, and draws out the 
class in every possible way. 

Another business man, Mr. A, H. Godard, of May- 
ville, New York, then wrote so interestingly in com- 
ment on the Open Letter discussion that the Editor 
asked Mr. Godard to write out more fully his own 
method of preparation for the teaching of a lesson. 
And in order that the work might be the more useful 
for other teachers, advance proofs of some of the les- 
son articles in The Sunday School Times were sent to 
Mr. Godard, on the basis of which he has now pre- 
pared his teaching plan for the lesson of October 2. 

Mr. Godard’s first letter was as follows : 


HAVE just been reading ‘*‘ What it is to teach a 
Bible class’’ in the Times. The correspondent 
could not have described my own feelings better. 

I have also for a long time felt that your criticism was 
just what was needed in my case, and have of my own 
intuition been trying to break away from any tendency 
to preach. Of course, no teacher has any business be- 
fore a class who is not willing to put a lot of time into 
the preparation of the lesson. While I have always 
been willing to do that, I have recently found I have 
met with a better degree of success than formerly by 
the following method, which possibly might be of 
help to your correspondent. 

All through the week I go through all my different 
helps (foremost the Times) and mark as I read every 
thought that appeals to me as being a new or 
especially good one, at the same time marking on the 
margin such original thoughts or illustrations as may 
happen to occur to me. 

Then before going to class I condense Khem on a 
single sheet, using just enough words to recall the 


| thought, and often pasting on a clipping where the 


| words are better than I could arrange, and where they 


would come when wanted. In that way, I do not for- 
get. If new questions come up in class, the teacher 
will not be illy prepared to answer, if no one else does. 

I inclose a sample of my work that perhaps will 
give you a better idea of what I mean. You can see 
I depend largely on questions, and insist on answers ; 
if not by the class, I am prepared to answer myself. 

I notice several of your writers use questions in ad- 
vance. That méans work for the teacher, in the way 


of preparation, a long way in advance, but it secures 
interest and study of the lesson as nothing else I ever 
tried. With a duplicating machine which costs two 
or three dollars I am able to strike off forty or so 
copies in a very short time. Just a word about 


these questions, too. I try to avoid asking too 
easy or too hard questions, but questions that cannot 
be answered without more or less study, at least the 
reading of the lesson over. I also try not to give 
away all my best teaching points in advance, which 
would make the lesson hour dull. 


The detailed plan of preparation which Mr. Godard 
has made up for the lesson of October 2 is as follows : 


First, I take the Bible, reading studiously the les- 
son, together with parallel passages, as well as what 
precedes and follows it. This gives some original 
thoughts, and saves from the parrot-like repetition of 
lesson writers. Having done this, I proceed to lay 
out my plan for teaching. Sometimes my scheme is 
obtained from my Bible reading, sometimes from the 
Pilot, the Primary, the Adult Class, or possibly a 
word from the Platform, etc. This often proves the 
hardest part of the work: - ‘ 


One plan for the lesson for October 2 would be to ° 


divide it into three general heads : ' 

The procession. 

The ten virgins. 

The application. 

The hunter that goes out with his gun and shoots 
promiscuously at a whole flock usually comes home 
empty-handed ; it is the sure aim at a single duck 
that supplies a good dinner. So I try to prepare my 
lesson so that when I come to the class 1 can hold 
them to one subdivision until we are ready to pass to 
the next. I announce the headings as we come to 
them ; it helps me and helps the class. 

Having now laid out my work; and having become 
familiar with the text, I begin to read the several 
lesson writers, and whenever I find a thought that 
interests me I check it so that I can find it later with- 
out re-reading the entire article, at the same time jot- 
ting down on the margin any thoughts of my own 
suggested by the reading. : 

For use in the class, I place in my Bible a paper 
upon which I endeavor to write such questions as will 
bring out all the thoughts marked, and of course 
many others, from the class. To make sure that these 
points are brought out, I write under each question the 
several answers desired, and if by repeated question- 
ings I fail to get them all, I suggest the others myself. 
Thus the class will have brought to their attention every 
thought that attracted me during the preparation. 

I also use scissors freely, clipping well-worded sen- 
tences or entire illustrations, and pasting them on my 
paper in the proper connection. These clippings 
have been very serviceable to me because of my fre- 
quent inability to express myself satisfactorily, as 
well as to insure using the illustrations at the desired 
place. In my question paper, which appears later, 
these are noted by quotation marks, 

By the method outlined thus far it is apparent that 
the individuality of each teacher will be preserved, 
since each has his own outline as well as the several 
clippings that have especially appealed to him, and 
will also have his own peculiar methods of presenta- 
tion. The following represents in expanded form the 


Paper to Take to Class 


(Introductory.) In the preceding chapter Jesus had 
been talking of his second coming, illustrating it by inci- 
dents in everyday life; thea he uses this wonderful parable 
of a wedding. ‘‘ We talk of the things we like. Jesus 
liked weddings and talked of them. The first party he 
attended was a wedding, and in coaxing us to heaven he 
says the kingdom of heaven is like a wedding ’’ (Ridg- 
way, I). ; 

The Procession 
Was it customary to have wedding processions ? 
Yes, adopted from Greeks and Romans. 

Where was this one going ? 

On the way to the bridegroom’s house (see Mackie). 
**Going to bridegroom’s, as he was host at feast’’ 
(Riddle, 3, 7, and on v. £0). 

Why were lamps carried? 

** To give gala appearance to procession ’’ (Bryner, 


: ung 

What kind of lamps. were ysed ? 
** Probably torches of some kind ’’ (Riddle, on v. 1; 
Wells, 4). 


What is meant by trimming their lamps? (Stalker, 4.) 


The Ten Virgins 


Why were the five called foolish instead of ignorant ? 
‘*They had not made the individual preparation 
which they well knew was expected, dad there was 
no excuse for such neglect’’ (Lovett, 2). 

How many slumbered while waiting? 

Are they to be condemned for sleeping ? 

What is the difference between the sleep of the wise and 

the foolish ? 
‘The five slept unprepared ’’ (Lovett, 5). 

At the coming of the bridégroom how many began to 
trim their lamps? 

What did the foolish ones. say to the others ? 

Did the wise do right in refusing them oil ? 

**Oil-less lamps meant a funeral ; think of going to 
a wedding in slippers and a loud stripe becatise you 

gave your dress suit te another fellow ” (Ridgway, 4). 

When the foolish ones returned, what did they find ? 

. . The door closed. 

Why did not the bridegroom recognize them as his 
friends ? 

Had they really proved themselves. such? (Lovett, 7; 
Riddle, on v. 12.) 

Application 

Who is represented by the bridegroom ? 

What is meant by his coming? 

When is it to be? Can we set the time ? 

‘* This is to be wiser than the Lord himself; if he 
‘does not come .to us we will soon go to him’’ 
(Stalker, 3). . 
‘* The only date set for his coming is ‘the hour that 
ye think not’ ” (Pierson, 5). Note: I would not 
allow the class to argue this question uselessly. 

Who are represented by the ten virgins ? 

1. ** All persons good or bad, on the way to the judg- 
ment seat, 2, All those who make a profession of 
Christianity ’’ (Stalker, 2). 

What would bearing a lamp represent ? 

** Such profession of Christianity ’’ (Stalker, 2). 

What would extra oil indicate ? 

‘* Preparation of some kind ’’ (Stalker, 2). 
What preparation do you consider necessary? (ofe ; 
a good opportunity for class discussion.) 
‘*Look to your Bibles.’’. Read the illustration of 
the seal, (Pierson, 1.) 

As they appeared satisfied with their preparation, are we 
to interpret the trimming of their lamps by the foolish ones 
as some kind of church fellowship without inward piety ? 

In the final coming of the bridegroom, can Christians be 
of help to others ? 

** Are we to bear one another’s foolishness? One 
man’s piety will not take his brother to heaven. You 
must buy heaven for yourself, etc.’’ (Ridgway, 4). 
‘* Here is a responsibility that is not transferable ’’ 
(Pierson, 5). 

** Associating with Christians does not make us 
Christians ’’ (Lovett, 6). 

Will God close the door against any one ? 

‘** The broad principle emphasized in this parable is 
that preparation for eternity is essential, and that 
lack of preparation is fatal. The one unforgivable 
thing is to be unprepared’’ (Stalker, 4, 6). 

After finishing the parable, what did Jesus say ? 

Watch, etc. 


I would suggest closing the lesson by reading some 
of the numbers of ‘* The Illustration Round-‘Table,'’ 
the life-saving illustration (Howard, 2), or the ‘* Ham- 
ilton’’ incident (Lovett, 9), followed by the personal 
question : Who is watching for you ?—A. H. Godard, 
Mayville, N. Y. 


6 
A Bible Class Combination 


HERE there are several Bible classes it is some- 

. times found most feasible to send out a com- 

bined invitation, as has been done in the 

Easton Congregational Church of Easton Center, 

Massachusetts, where Charles M. Ripley superin- 

tends. On an ordinary postal-card this matter was 
printed : 


DEAR FRIEND: 


We hold an Adult Rally Day at the Center Con- 
* om Sunday-school next Sunday, October 11, at 11.45 
A. M. 


An interesting program with special music and an address 
by Mr. Charles F. Penney of Campello. If you belong, come 
out to make 100 percent attendance. If not, we have three 
classes and just the class you want, and that class has a place 
for you—organization, discussion of practical questions, so- 
ciability, and general helpfulness, the features of class life. 

Whether you are thinking of joining or not, come next Sun- 
day, anyway, and let us tell you about it. 

Fraternally yours, 
EAStON CENTER ADULT BIBLE CLASS. 
PHILATMEA CLASS6, 
HAYWARD BARACA CLASS. 
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LESSON 1. OCTOBER 2. THE WISE AND FOOLISH VIRGIN 


Matthew 25 : 1-13. Commit verses 10-12 


Golden Text: Be ye also ready: for in an hour that ye think not the Son of man cometh.—Luke 12 : 40 





The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


F A man lives nine-tenths of his lifein entire read- 
iness for anything or any —_ that may come to 
him, isn’t he doing pretty well? Isn't he doing 

well enough? Isn’t he entitled to take one-tenth of 
his time, say, for the relaxation of a little indiffer- 
ence or carelessness ? 

Last winter a newspaper dispatch told of a passen- 

er railroad train that was wrecked at North East, 
Feonayivania. The engineer was a man sixty-three 

ears old, and he had been in the employ of the road 
or over forty years. When the coroner’s jury ex- 
amined him, he confessed, with the tears streamin 
down his cheeks, that he ‘‘ took a chance”; he ha 
run past the signals knowing that they were out of 
order oa account of the blizzard, but supposing that 
the track ahead wasclear. His forty years’ record of 
service did not help matters much; it could not brin 
back to life the two men whom 47s wreck had killed. 
Whether he had taken this same chance successfully 
many times before, or whether this was the first 
time in forty years that he had ever risked it, made 
no difference: the train was wrecked, and two men 
were dead. The old man’s grief was so pathetic that 
the foreman of the jury refused to sign the verdict: 
but that did not restore the life of those two men. 
His one bit of relaxation from preparedness was 
pretty at was it not? His record of forty vears 
was gone; his future as a railroad man was ruined. 
Did it pay? 

How safe is a chain of a hundred links, of which 
every link is well forged, sound and flawless—except 
one? What does the great strength of the ninety- 
nine links count for, under heavy test, while the one 
weak link is there?: There are ninety-nine times as 
‘many strong links as weak ones :. ought not that to 
count for something? How much does it count for ? 
‘“ How safe is a boat in mid-ocean, in a storm, that 
has only one Iéak it her hull? If she is the best 
ship afloat—except for that one leak, and it is allowed 
to remain a leak—would you like to be aboard ? 

**Only one,” or ‘‘only once,” is sometimes enough 
to destroy everythiug. It seems too great a risk to 
run, does it not ? 


The Teaching of the Lesson 


Jesus was teaching his disciples about his kingdom, 
—the kingdom of heaven—and he wanted them to 
realize that, here, failure at a single detail might 
mean complete failure. So he took as an illustration 
an event in the life of those people that was of greater 
interest to them than any other: a wedding. And 
how different the marriage customs of the East are 
from ours ! _ We cannot possibly understand the de- 
tails of Jesus’ parable until we are familiar with the 
details of an Oriental wedding. This knowledge may 
be had, fully and interestingly, in Dr. Mackie’s full- 
page article on page 459 in this issue. The teacher 
should master its contents so as to be able to describe 
an Oriental wedding easily and vividly to the class ; 
or, clippings from the article may be sent, before Sun- 
day, to a few members of the class to read and report 
on in class on Sunday. - 

The progress of the parable will now be full of in- 
terest to the class, as all recognize and follow out, in 
it, the wedding facts that have just been learned. 
Run straight through the parable first, with theclass, 
to make sure that all have its facts, before taking up 
its teachings. At this point, if you wish, show your 
lamps (either of pottery or of tin) as suggested by Mr. 
Wells in his new lesson-article, and reserve the 
lamp-exercise until the close. (This new feature 
of the Times, ‘*One New Plan Every Week,” prom- 
ises to be one of the most useful and needed things 
ever introduced into a lesson-help, and the Times’ 
readers are heartily recommended to make ample use 
of it.) 

What led up to Jesus’ teaching about the end of the 
world? Riddle’s tst paragraph explains, and San- 
ders’ entire lesson article is devoted to this, A de- 
scription of the lamp used is given in Riddle’s com- 
ment on verse 3. Why were the five who took no 
extra oil called foolish instead of ignorant ?—a ques- 
tion asked by Miss Lovett opens up an important 
fact, as shown in her 2d paragraph. Were the wise 
ones who had extra oil selfish not to share it? Note 
Ridgway's 4th paragraph and Lovett’s 6th. Why 
did the bridegroom treat the late-comers so harshly ? 
See Riddle, on verse 12, and Mackie’s 9th paragraph. 

What does the parable mean? Ask the class. It 
certainly means that, after a time when ample op- 
portunity has deen given for preparation, there is to 
come a sudden and unexpected time of reckoning, 
when an instant demand will be made upon our 


1 Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten 
virgins, who took their } lamps, and went to meet the bride- 
groom. 2 And five of them were foolish, and five were 
wise. 3 For the foolish, when they took their ' lamps, took 
no oil with them :-4 but the wise took oil in their vessels with 
their ‘lamps. 5 Now while the tarried, they all 
slumbered and slept. 6 But at midnight there is a cry, Be- 
hold;-the bridegroom ! Come ye forth to meet him. Z Then 
all those virgins arose,.and trimmed their! lamps. 8 And the 
foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your oil ; for-our # 

are going out. g But the wise answered, saying, Peradventure 
there will not be enough for us and you: go ye rather te them 
that sell, and buy for yourselves. 10 And while they went 
away to buy, the bridegroom came ; and they that were ready 
went in with him to the marri feast : and the door was shut. 
11 Afterward came also the other virgins, gon Lord, Lord, 
open tous. 12 But he answered pes said, Verily I say unto 
you, I know you not., 13 Watch therefore, for ye know not 
the day nor the hour. 

1 Or, torches 
The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons. 


% 
Your Lesson Questions Answered 


Verse 1.—What was meant here by the kingdom of 
heaven? Was it.ig accordance with Oriental custom for a 
number of virgins to go forth to meet a bridegroom? Is 
there any significance in the number ten here ? (Rid- 
dle ; Mackie, 8, 9.) 

Verse 3.—What kind of oil was probably used? (Rid- 
dle.) 

Verse 5.—For what reason might the bridegroom have 
tarried? Where would these virgins have been likely to 
sleep while they were waiting? (Riddle; Mackie, 8.) 

Verse 6.—Were midnight weddings customary at that 
time? Who probably gave the warning cry, ‘‘ Behold, the 
Bridegroom !’’? (Riddle; Mackie, 8.) 

Verse 10.—In what sort of building would such a mar- 
riage feast be likely to have been held? Was it customary 
to bar the door after the guests were assembled? (Rid- 
dle; Mackie, 9.) 

Verse 11.—Why did these virgins address the bridegroom 
as ‘* Lord’’ ? (Riddle.) 

Verse 12.-+Why did the bridegroom refuse to recognize 
ithe virgins who came late? (Riddle; Mackie, 9.) 

Verse 13.—For what were the disciples to ‘* watch,” 
and. what event was it of which they. ‘‘knew not the day 
nor,the hour’’? What lesson in particular did Jesus wish 
to teach by this parable? (Riddle; Stalker, 2-4; Pierson ; 
Illustrations, 1; Howard; Lovett, 8.) 








preparation,—or lack of preparation,—and our future 
will be determined by our showing. In detail, a 
number of helpful interpretations are given by the 
lesson-writers, For example : 

Two possible meanings of going to meet the bridegroom 
(Stalker, 2). 

What his coming may mean to us (Stalker, 3). 

What the sleep period may mean (Stalker, 5). 

A mission-board seal that typifies every true Christian is 
described in Pierson’s Ist paragraph. It would be inter- 
esting to get a copy of this, or sketch it. and let the class 
guess its meaning. 

‘* The only date given for Christ’s coming: ‘the hour 
that ye think not’ ’’ (Pierson, 5). 

The ‘‘company’s coming’’ test, and a visit to a life- 
saving station, make admirable illustrations (Howard), 

What being ready does mean, and what it does not mean 
(Pierson, 5). 

A class exercise is to let the class question the 
teacher as one of the shut-out foolish ones, and decide on 
the verdict, as in Lovett’s 7th paragraph. 

Practical lessons for us (Riddle, on v. 13; Stalker, 4; 
Ridgway, 3, 5). 

How may we assure our preparation ? (Lovett, 11.) 

‘*The one unforgivable thing is to be unprepared” 
(Stalker, last paragraph). 

The persons who lost their place at the feast 
started out with good intentions to meet the bride- 
groom. They attended to every necessary detail— 
except one. That one barred them out forever. 

It is a pretty solemn lesson. Can we afford to run 
past danger signuls in our Christian life? Can we 
afford to risk the omitting of anything that we know 
may help in our service for the kingdom of heaven ? 
Have some of ns been living on the basis of doing as 
little, rather than as much, as we could for Christ ? 
Have we honestly laid our life at his feet and asked 
him to cut out of it all the ‘‘ doubtfuls,” all the ‘* bor- 
der-line” things, everything that may hinder or 
block the way, 2:d then to fill up our life with all those 
things that he wants to have there, and that are es- 
sential to his real mastery of us? Have we been 
saying to ourselves that if we were a three-quarters 
Christian, or a nine-tenth Christian, surely that was 
enough for now? We have no time but zew: and 
the door was barred against those who. were nine- 
tenths ready. Can we accept Christ.at all unless we 
accept him as Saviour and Master of all that we are 
and all that we have ? ' 





The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 
pursavemine EVENTS.—The conflicts in the 


temple closed with-our Lord's question about the 
Messiah. Matthew gives along discourse against 


-the scribes and Pharisees, which is briefly set forth in 
‘Mark and Luke, who tell of ‘‘ the widow’s mites.” It 


is probable that the request of certain Greeks to 
**see Jesus” was made as he was leaving the temple. 
As the little company left the magnificent building 
our Lord predicted its total destruction. Four dis- 
ciples, mre? ews James, and Andrew, accompany 
Jesus to the Mount of Olives, where they ask him 
about the time of the destruction of the temple, and 
the future ‘‘coming,’’ two events which, as Jews, 
they suppoees would occur together. The discourse 
that followed refers to both events, but chapter 25, 
from which the lesson is taken, clearly points to‘ the 
end of the world,” that is, the consummation of the 
present dispensation. 

Time and F Place.—In the late evening of recone he 
April 4, A. D. 30, on the Mount of Olives, probably 
facing the temple. 


Light on Puzzling 
Verse 1.— The kingdom of heaven: The new rule 
of Christ on the earth, the Messianic dispensation. 
Here the special reference is to the close of this dis- 
peneeenticn Unto ten virgins: *‘'Ten” was the num- 

r of completion among the Jews.-7o meet the 
bridegroom: .Marriage usages in those oars closed 
with a procession to the home of the bridegroom, 
where feasting took place. Itis most natural torefer 
the parable to this procession and feast, and not to the 
coming of the bridegroom.to the house of the bride. 
In the procession, usually at night, every one must 
carry a burning “‘lamp,’’ or ‘torch.”. -The “ virgins.” 
one ROpeeaeMneD awaiting. for the festive procession 
to begin. 

Verse 3.—7o0k no oil with them; The:lamps,” 
were probably fastened to ashort pole. Others think 
that'*‘torches” ate- referred to,—twisted wool or 
flax being: saturated with oil and:wrapped about the 
end of a pole. Inanycase a fresh sicily of oil would 
be often required. Olive oil was most common. in 
Palestine. 

Verse 5.—They all slumbered and slept: The 
tenses are different: the first points to their becom- 
ing drowsy, the second to their remaining asleep. 
They had probably gathered at some appointed place 
—on the route of the festal march, possibly in a house. 

Verse 6.—At midnight: Wedding ceremonies 
usually closed at night, and might readily be delayed 
until midnight.—Beho/d, the bridegroom! As the 
punctutation shows, ‘‘behold ” 1s an exclamation, 
not a verb. The ‘‘cry” was probably made by those 
awaiting the procession, near the home of the bride, 
not from the house itself. 

Verse 10.— Went in with him to the marriage 


feast: This feast was usually held at the home of 


the bridegroom, and that is implied here, since verses 
11 and 12 represent the bridegroom as the authorita- 
tive host.—And the door was shut: This was in ac- 
cordance with custom, especially at night. 

Verse 11.—Lord, Lord; In the parable a respectful 
address, though it takes on a higher sense in the in- 
terpretation. 

Verse 12.—/ know you not: As guests they should 
have been ready to join, with lighted lamps, the fes- 
tive procession. They might then have entered with 
the others; but, coming too late, the master of the 
feast will not even recognize them as acquaintances, 
still less admit them as guests. : 

Verse 13.— Watch therefore: The verb is stronger 
than not being asleep; it-refers to vigilance and _pre- 
paredness.—AKunow not the day nor the hour: at 
is, when the Lord cometh; and some scribes added: 
‘*Wherein the Son of man cometh,” taken from 
chapter 24: 44. But while this is undoubtedly the 
paneer reference, practically the saying applies to the 

our of death for the individual believer. he lesson 
of the parable is, therefore, not only to expect but to 
be prepared for the Lord's coming, in either sense. 


WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 


% 


Before you leave the present study of the Gospel 
according to Maithew, why not make the most .of 


your opportunity? ~ President Sanders’ booklet, 


‘How to Make the Most of the Year in Matthew,” 
fives briefly an insight into the structure and con- 
tent of the Gospel, and many hints on the most 
profitable ways to study it. It will give order 
and perspective to your look over the past lessons 
and over the lessons yet to come. zo cents. The 
Sunday School Times Company: 


LESSON FOR OCTOBER 2 (Matt. 25 : 1-13) 


Watchfuiness 
By Professor James Stalker, D.D. 


HE point of this parable is perfectly clear, and 
the whole is exceedingly dramatic ; so that it is 
no wonder that it has, in all ages, been exploited 

by art of every kind. 

Tue ReEnpEzvous.—As all the virgins, wise and 
unwise, were on their way to meet the bridegroom, 
so are-all the children of men, and bad, 
on their way to the judgment-seat of Christ ; or, if 
the introductory words about ‘the kingdom of 
heaven” restrict the scope of the parable to the vis- 
ible church, then all who make a profession of Chris- 
tianity, of which the bearing of the lampis a symbol, 


’ are on their way to meet the Head of the church at 


his second coming. This is the great event of the 
future ; but the day and the hour are unknown ; and 
the peculiarity of the present situation is due to the 
certainty that Christ is coming, on the one hand, and 
the uncertainty when he will come, on the other. 
This determines the true attitude of the church and 
of every individual Christian to be one of expectancy 
rae Watch therefore, for ye know not the day nor the 
our.” 

Of this very uncertainty some Christians have 
been impatient, and they have endeavored, by arith- 
metical calculations founded on prophecy, to settle 
the exact year of Christ’s appearing ; but this is to be 
wiser than the Lord himself, who said that he was 
ignorant of the date. Others, more wise, have cher- 


‘ished a fervent hope that he might appear in their 


own day, and they have tried to live so as to be ready 
to receive him. If some Christians are too prosaic to 
be able to believe that the end of the world is coming 
soon; yet they may be living in the consciousness 
that, if Christ does not come soon to them, they will 
go soon to him ; and this may have the same purify- 
ing virtue. But multitudes are too little impressed 
with the teaching of Scripture or captivated with the 
hope of seeing the Saviour to be waiting at all for the 
coming of Christ ; they have not prepared for it, and 
they‘are not concerned about it. 
hat the nature of the proper preparation is has 
been much discussed, Romanists making it to be 
good works and Protestants saving faith, while every 
one can interpret it by some favorite idea of his own. 
But all are agreed that the oil taken by the wise vir- 
ins in 'theit: vessels, which were separate receptacles 
rom-their lamps, denotes preparation of some‘kind; 
and this is enough. What the nature of the prepara- 
tion is;can’ be easily ascertained from other portions 
of Scripture or even from the other parables of this 
chapter; the broad principle emphasized in this para- 
ble is, that preparation for eternity is' essential, and 
that tack of preparation is fatal. 

Tre Mrpnicut StumsBer.—The doctrine of this 
parable is extremely unlike that of certain modern 
ptophets, who teach that eternity is not intended to 
occupy much of the thoughts of mortals. Eternity 
maybe our future home, these say, but time is our 
ero home, and in time our duties lie. Let these 

well done, and eternity may be left to look after 
itself. Whatever truth may be in such suggestions 
seems to be acknowledged in the parable itself, which 
says that ‘‘while the bridegroom tarried, they all 
slumbered and slept.” This is not imputed to the 
Wise as a reproach ; it was quite proper jn the cir- 
cumstances ; and what it seems to hint is, that 
there is an oblivion of the future which is natural to 
man and not blameworthy. Time demands. our at- 
tention ; earthly work absorbs our energy ; we can- 
not be always thinking of spiritual things ; and it 
would not be right to do so if, by so doing, we lost 
sight of our duties. But the wise virgins had made 
preparation for all eventualities ae they fell 
asleep ; and the sleep was the slumber, with which 
all are acquainted, in which the ear is still watching 
for a signal that may sound or a voice that may call. 
Nothing can be more shallow than to suggest that 
there can be any wisdom in forgetting eternity if 
provision has not first been made for its solemn real- 
ities. Childhood and youth -should ‘be specially 
sensitive to the still small voice that speaks from 
within and the authoritative voice which calls from 
above. It has been most usual to interpret the 
slumbering and sleeping of death ; but, if this be 
correct, it is still to be noted that the preparation is 
antecedent. 

THE Door Suut.—The most dramatic moment is 
when the announcement of the bridegroom’s approach 
wakes the silence of midnight. Then the ‘ vessel” 
of each is looked to ; then the needle for trimming 
the wick, carried also by each, is brought into play ; 
but, as soon as the foolish begin to trim, they cry out 
in dismay, ‘‘Our lamps are going out” (not ‘‘ are 
gone-out,” as the Authorized Version says). We may 
be inclined to think that the wise ought to have risked 
the lending of a little of their own oil ; or we may 
consider it harsh that the foolish were shut out for so 
slight an offense ; but can there be any doubt what 
our Lord intended to teach at either of these points ? 
So far from heaping up accusations against those he 
condemns, he seems to be evoking sympathy on their 
behalf, except at a single point—the one unforgivable 
thing is to be unprepared. 

ABERDEEN, SCOTLAND. 
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Dr.. Mackie’s ‘‘ Oriental Lesson Lights” is re- 
placed, for this issue only, by his article on page 
459. Mr. Wells’ new lesson article will hereafter 
be placed on the third or fourth lesson page. 











One New Plan Every Week 


The Touch of Novelty That Is 
Needed for Successful Teaching 


By Amos R, Wells 


Introduction.—The ever-fresh children appreciate 
fresh methods of teaching. ‘The .merest whiff of 
newness arouses their curiosity and holds their atten- 
tion. Teachers that are content to pled-in old ways, 
however excellent, are missing one of the surest 
means of homey | interest and of holding their pupils. 

The purpose of this series of articles is to suggest 
for each lesson a single novelty. Sometimes the 
method described will apply to that one lesson alone ; 
sometimes it will have a serial value. I shall have 
particularly in mind the Intermediate classes, but 
sometimes the plan will fit also the Primary depart- 
ment, and sometimes it will be appropriate also for 
the adult classes. 

I shall not always, perhaps not often, supply a 
comprehensive plan for teaching the entire lesson : 
that is done elsewhere inthis paper. My aim is only 
to suggest the bit of novelty that will lift your teach- 
ing from the ruts, and quicken you and your scholars 
alike. I ns that you will try these plans with enter- 
prising zeal, ill find them abundantly 
successful. 

Lamps and Initials.—_The lamps used by the ten 
virgins were shallow earthenware bowls, in the 
saucer-like =e of which were two openings,—one in 
the middle through which the oil was poured, and 


(Continued on next page, fourth column) 
* 
Ready 
The Lesson’s Missionary Meaning 
By Delavan Leonard Pierson 


N THE seal of the American Baptist Foreign 
Mission Society is the picture of anox standing 
between a plow and an altar. Underneath is 
the legend: ‘‘ Ready foreither.” Itis the attitude of 
the true Christian—ready for any service or sacrifice 
to which God calls; but the missionary abroad and 
the worker at home are in reality inthe midst of both 
all the time. 

Rreapy—this is the attitude of the volunteer in 
God's army. When a business firm in London wanted 
aman fora very responsible post in America they 
sent for three employees and asked each how long it 
would take him to be ready to go. One answered 
‘*a month,” another ‘‘a week” while the third said, 
‘*l am ready now.” Hewassent. Whenthe Church 
Missionary Society asked William Duncan if he 
would go to found a mission in Western America, he 
replied: ‘‘I will go wherever I am sent, and, if neces- 
sary, I can start in an hour.”” He was ready for 
prompt action, not because he underestimated the 
importance of preparation but because he was pre- 
pared for an emergency. 

Ready for any work or any crisis. This requiresa 
full life, astrong character. We must have more oil 
in our lamps than is needed for to-night, we must 
have some in reserve to use in case we have not an 
opportunity to obtain more. A missionary who is to 
succeed knows that he must not only know the sim- 
ple truths of the gospel, but that he may be called on 
to build houses or boats, torun a printing-press or 
shoe a horse, to act as doctor or preach to a company 
of learned Brahmans, It is the crises of life that 
test character. 

Ready for sacrifice, He is an unworthy subject 
who is not ready to devote himself, his fortunes, his 
children, his life, if need be, to the service of his King. 
In the Adana massacres in Asia Minor, the martyrs 
were not given time toconsider whether or not they 
would remain truetotheir Lord. It never occurred to 
them to deny him. ‘They were ready. 

Ready for death or for the coming of Christ. We 
know not when the home-call may come—when the 
time of probation is over. We know not when our 
Lord shall’ come to call us tothe marriage feast of the 
Lamb or to give an account of our stewardship. 
The only date given for his coming is ‘* the hour that 
ye think not.” It behooves those who would welcome 
the King to be eternally ready. ‘This does not mean 
a cessation from regular duties or a continued upward 
gaze (Acts 1: 11), but it means a readiness of heart 
and life. Here is a responsibility that is not trans- 
ferable. 

Be ready—for the call toservice, for the unexpected 
crisis, for the call to sacrifice, for death or for the 
coming of ‘the King: 
~" BRook.yn, N. Y. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Jesus -— Ten virgins, who.. .went tomeet 
the bridegroom (v. 1). e talk of the things we like. 
Jesus liked weddings and talked of them. The first 
party he attended was a wedding (John 2:1, 2). In 
coaxing us to heaven he tries to make our mouths 
water by saying heaven is like a wedding. Here in 
one of his greatest parables he takes us to a wedding. 
The wedding is the topmost stone of social functions. 
This is the kind of a joyous Saviour we have. No 
**Oh dear!” long face, away-down-in-the-sub-base- 
ment about him. Jesus never refused an invitation 
toaspread. He neverwill. Invite him to your next 
one and see, The most charming sight at a wedding is 
the company of sweet young sir in best bib and 
tucker. Nothing lovelier out of heaven than this bevy 
of nder Jesus marrying one of their number. No 


wonder Jesus loves weddings. What man 

doesn’t! This wedding party in our story, like all young 

folks, had some wise and some foolish. The point of 

this paragraph is to find which set you belong to if 

ze are a girl, and which kind of girl will some day 
long to you if you are a boy. 

A Man.— The wise took oil (v. 4). _Which means 
they were ready for all ordin omy y and 
took no chances. We boys know both kinds of girls. 
**Oh dear ! here I have gone and forgotten my ——.” 
And then a fellow has to go away back afterit. Prep- 
aration for all things, here and hereafter is wisdom. 
Oil stands for the Holy Spirit (Acts 10: 38). <A 
picture without that something we call art is a mere 
drawing. Music without that something which sets 
the soul vibrating is a mere tintinnabulation. A life 
without that ‘‘something” is a failure, no matter 
how loud sounding the fame or how high may be piled 
the gold. We have viewed acres of paintings with- 
out a picture among them, we have been tossed for 
hours upon an ocean of sound waves without hearing 
any music. We have seen hundreds of men with 
houses and lands and position and gold and we have 
not seen aman. A man is never a manexcept plus 
the Spirit of God (Gen. 2: 7). 

On the Way.— While the bridegroom tarried, they 
all slumbered and slept (v. 5). Out of sight, out of 
mind. Things seem totarry, but they always arrive. 
You fellows are not thinking them, but bald heads, 

ay whiskers and wrinkles have left Broad Street 

tation and are on the way and just as sure to be 
along as the ‘‘ Limited” which comes a rolling up 
the valley. The whistle will awaken you some day 
to find George Johnson an ‘old codger.” You are 
foolish virgins like these _— if you are not ready for 
old age. ‘‘Few die and none resign,” I heard Joe 
Deacon the receiving teller sigh years ago. But Joe 
kept right on in the Sunday-school Sundays, in the 
bank the rest of the week, and lived the simple life 
wide awake. Somebody did die and somebody did 
resign—they always do—and we call him President 
Deacon now of the Brandywine National. Percy 
Harding the paying teller couldn’t wait, and quit and 
tried something else. Percy is still trying something 
else. Thecoming of the bridegroom is sure, and he 
may come any day. Whether that coming shall be 
over epay sa 4 Hill ‘‘in like manner” or down in the 
mill like a flash of lightning ‘*‘ absent from the body,” 
the only question is, will you be ‘* awake”? (Acts 
z: rz; 3 Cor. 5:8) 

You Can’t.— 7here will not be enough for us and 
you: ...buy for yourselves (v. 9). ere they se]- 
fish? Are we to bear one another’s foolishnesses ? 
Give me the Scripture for it. Oil-less lamps meant,a 
funeral. A spoiled wedding. Think of going to a 
wedding in slippers and a loud stripe because you 
gave your dress suit to another fellow! It is hard to 
turn down friends, but some things can’t be helped. 
We can share our crust, but we can’t share the honor 
of our friends. We can turn the other cheek, but 
can’t slight Martin Penrose and his bride on the one 
great day of their lives. One man’s piety will not 
take his brother to heaven. Christ demands respect 
and honor from every individual. You must oo 
heaven for yourself. Parents may buy the whole 
world for their children, but ‘‘ oil” is the one thing 
the children must buy for themselves (Isa. 55: 1). 

It Opened—and Closed.— While they went awa 
.... the bridegroom came (v. 10). I have never felt 
more like crying in my life than when I have seen 
the train pull out just as I arrived at the gate. 
** Left,” says his royal highness in blue and alumi- 
num. It is bittertobeleft. Doorshut. ‘ Toolate,” 
saddest of cries. The worst thing about the shut 
door is the memory that for so long it was an open 
door with a voice calling ‘‘Come.” Get ready for 
heaven now. When the doctor stands by is no 
time. When Satan and bad habits drop you down 
and God and good habits drop the other fellows up, 
the smart.of the sting will be in ‘‘ what might have 
been.” But the hurt of the shut door of a boss-ship 
is nothing to the agony of the shut door of heaven. 

** A thousand years did a poor man wait 
Outside of heaven’s gate 
And then while a moment brief he dozed 
It opened—-and CLOSED. 
COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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LESSON 1. OCTOBER 2. THE WISE AND FOOLISH VIRGINS 


Matthew 25 : 1-13. Commit verses 10-12 


Golden Text: Be ye also ready: for in an hour that ye think not the Son of man cometh.—Luke 12 : 40 





The Lesson Pilot 


By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


F A man lives nine-tenths of his life in entire read- 
iness for anything or any duty that may come to 
him, isn’t he doing pretty well? Isn’t he doing 

well enough? Isn’t he entitled to take one-tenth of 
his time, say, for the relaxation of a little indiffer- 
ence or carelessness ? 

Last winter a newspaper dispatch told of a passen- 
er railroad train that was wrecked at North East, 
2ennsylvania, The engineer was a man sixty-three 

years old, and he had been in the employ of the road 
for over forty years. When the coroner’s jury ex- 
amined him, he confessed, with the tears streamiin 
down his cheeks, that he ‘‘ took a chance”; he ha 
run past the signals knowing that they were out of 
order on account of the blizzard, but supposing that 
the track ahead wasclear. His forty years’ record of 
service did not help matters much; it could not brin 
back to life the two men whom 47s wreck had killed. 
Whether he had taken this same chance successfully 
many times before, or whether this was the first 
time in forty years that he had ever risked it, made 
no difference: the train was wrecked, and two men 
were dead. The old man’s grief was so pathetic that 
the foreman of the jury refused to sign the verdict: 
but that did not restore the life of those two men. 
His' one bit of relaxation from preparedness was 
pretty costly, was it not? His record of forty vears 
was gone; his future as a railroad man was ruined, 
Did it pay? 

How safe is a chain of a hundred links, of which 
every link is well forged, sound and flawless—except 
one? What does the great strength of the ninety- 
nine links count for, under heavy test, while the one 
weak link is there? There are ninety-nine times as 
‘many strong links as weak ones : ought not that to 
count for something ? How much does it count for? 
’ How safe is a boat in mid-ocean, in a storm, that 
has only one Iéak it her hull? If she is the best 
ship afloat—except for that one leak, and it is allowed 
to remain a leak—would you like to be aboard ? 

**Only one,” or ‘only once,” is sometimes enough 
to destroy everything. It seems too great a risk to 
run, does it not? 


The Teaching of the Lesson 


Jesus was teaching his disciples about his kingdom, 
—the kingdom of heaven—and he wanted them to 
realize that, here, failure at a single detail might 
mean complete failure. So he took as an illustration 
an event in the life of those people that was of greater 
interest to them than any other: a wedding. And 
how different the marriage customs of the East are 
from ours! We cannot possibly understand the de- 
tails of Jesus’ parable until we are familiar with the 
details of an Oriental wedding. This knowledge may 
be had, fully and interestingly, in Dr. Mackie’s full- 
page article on page 459 in this issue. The teacher 
should master its contents so as to be able to describe 
au Oriental wedding easily and vividly to the class ; 
or, clippings from the article may be sent, before Sun- 
day, to a few members of the class to read and report 
on in class on Sunday. - 

The progress of the pet will now be full of in- 
terest to the class, as all recognize and follow out, in 
it, the wedding facts that have just been learned. 
Run straight chron rh the parable first, with the class, 
to make sure that all have its facts, before taking up 
its teachings. At this point, if you wish, show your 
lamps (either of pottery or of tin) as suggested by Mr. * 
Wells in his new lesson-article, and reserve the 
lamp-exercise until the close. (This new feature 
of the Times, ‘‘One New Plan Every Week,” prom- 
ises to be one of the most useful and needed things 
ever introduced into a lesson-help,4and the Times’ 
— are heartily recommended to make ample use 
of it.) 

What led up to Jesus’ teaching about the end of the 
world? Riddle’s 1st paragraph explains, and San- 
ders’ entire lesson article is devoted to this, A de- 
scription of the lamp used is given in Riddle’s com- 
ment on verse 3. Why were the five who took no 
extra oil called foolish instead of ignorant ?—a ques- 
tion asked by Miss Lovett opens up an important 
fact, as shown in her 2d paragraph. Were the wise 
ones who had extra oil selfish not to share it? Note 
Ridgway's 4th paragraph and Lovett’s 6th. Why 
did the bridegroom treat the late-comers so harshly ? 
See Riddle, on verse 12, and Mackie’s 9th paragraph. 

What does the parable mean? Ask the class. It 
certainly means that, after a time when ample op- 
portunity has been given for preparation, there is to 
come a sudden and unexpected time of reckoning, 
when an instant demand will be made upon our 


1 Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten 
virgins, who took their } lamps, and went to meet the bride- 
groom. 2 And five of them were foolish, and five were 
wise. 3 For the foolish, when | took their ! lamps, took 
no oil with them : 4 but the wise t oil in their vessels with 
their lamps. 5 Now while the tarried, they all 
slumbered and slept. 6 But at midnight there is a cry, Be- 
hold; the bridegroom ! Come ye forth to meet him. Z Then 
all those virgins arose, and trimmed their! lamps. 8 And the 
foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your oil ; for our * 
are going out. g But the wise answered, saying, Peradventure 
there will not be enovgh for us and you: go ye rather te them 
that sell, and buy for yourselves. 10 And while they went 
away to buy, the bridegroom came ; and they that were ready 
went in with him to the marriage feast : and the door was shut. 
11 Afterward came also the other virgins, saving, Lord, I.ord, 
open tous. 12 But he answered and said, Verily I say unto 
you, I know you not. 13 Watch therefore, for ye know not 
the day nor the hour. 

1 Or, torches 
The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons. 


Your Lesson Questions Answered 


Verse 1.—What was meant here by the kingdom of 
heaven? Was it in accordance with Oriental custom for a 
number of virgins to go forth to meet a bridegroom? Is 
there any significance in the number ten here ? (Rid- 
dle ; Mackie, 8, 9.) 

Verse 3.—What kind of oil was probably used? (Rid- 
dle.) 

Verse 5.—For what reason might the bridegroom have 
tarried? Where would these virgins have been likely to 
sleep while they were waiting? (Riddle; Mackie, 8.) 

Verse 6.—Were midnight weddings customary at that 
time? Who probably gave the warning cry, ‘‘ Behold, the 
Bridegroom !’’? (Riddle; Mackie, 8.) 

Verse 10.—In what sort of building would such a mar- 
riage feast be likely to have been held? Was it customary 
to bar the door after the guests were assembled? (Rid- 
dle; Mackie, 9.) 

Verse 11.—Why did these virgins address the bridegroom 
as ‘‘ Lord’’? (Riddle.) 

Verse 12.+Why did the bridegroom ‘refuse to recognize 
the virgins who came late? (Riddle; Mackie, 9.) 

Verse 13.—For what were the disciples to ‘* watch,” 
and. what event was it of which they ‘‘knew not the day 
nor,the hour’?? What lesson in particular did Jesus wish 
to teach by this parable? (Riddle; Stalker, 2-4; Pierson; 
Illustrations, 1; Howard ; Lovett, 8.) 








preparation,—or lack of preparation,—and our future 
will be determined by our showing. In detail, a 
number of helpful interpretations are given by the 
lesson-writers. For example : 


Two possible meanings of going to meet the bridegroom 
(Stalker, 2). 

What his coming may mean to us (Stalker, 3). 

What the sleep period may mean (Stalker, 5). 

A mission-board seal that typifies every true Christian is 
described in Pierson’s Ist paragraph. It would be inter- 
esting to get a copy of this, or sketch it. and let the class 
guess its meaning. 

‘*The only date given for Christ’s coming: ‘the hour 
that ye think not’ ’’ (Pierson, 5). 

The ‘*company’s coming’’ test, and a visit to a life- 
saving station, make admirable illustrations (Howard). 

What being ready does mean, and what it does not mean 
(Pierson, 5). 

A class exercise is to let the class question the 
teacher as one of the shut-out toolish ones, and decide on 
the verdict, as in Lovett’s 7th paragraph. 

Practical lessons for us (Riddle, on v. 13; Stalker, 4; 
Ridgway, 3, 5). 

How may we assure our preparation ? (Lovett, 11.) 

‘*The one unforgivable thing is to be unprepared ” 
(Stalker, last paragraph). 

The persons who lost their place at the feast 
started out with good intentions to meet the bride- 
groom. They attended to every necessary detail— 
except one. That one barred them out forever, 

It is a pretty solemn lesson. Can we afford to run 
past danger signuls in our Christian life? Can we 
afford to risk the omitting of axything that we know 
may help in our service for the kingdom of heaven ? 
Have some of us been living on the basis of doing as 
little, rather than as much, as we could for Christ ? 
Have we honestly laid our life at his feet and asked 
him to cut out of it all the ‘‘ doubtfuls,” all the ** bor- 
der-line” things, everything that may hinder or 
block the way, and then to fill up our life with all those 
things that he wants to have there, and that are es- 
sential to his real mastery of us? Have we been 
saying to ourselves that if we were a three-quarters 
Christian, or a nine-tenth Christian, surely that was 
enough for now? We have no time but zew: and 
the door was barred against those who. were nine- 
tenths ready. Can we accept Christ.at all unless we 
accept him as Saviour and Master of all that we are 
and all that we have ? ; 





The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 
puennyamme EVENTS.—The conflicts: in the 


temple closed with-our Lord's question about the 
Messiah. Matthew gives along discourse against 


-the scribes and Pharisees, which is briefly set forth in 
‘Mark and Luke, who tell of ‘‘ the widow's mites.” It 


is probable that the request of certain Greeks to 
**see Jesus” was made as he was leaving the temple. 
As the little company left the magnificent building 
our Lord predicted its total destruction. Four dis- 
ciples, Sesens fotem James, and Andrew, accompany 
Jesus to the Mount of Olives, where they ask him 
about the time of the destruction of the temple, and 
the future ‘*‘ coming,’’ two events’ which, as Jews, 
they supposed would occur together. The discourse 
that followed refers to both events, but chapter 25, 
from which the lesson is taken, clearly points to ‘‘ the 
end of the world,” that is, the consummation of the 
present dispensation. 

Time and Place.—In the late evening of poner a> he 
April 4, A. D. 30, on the Mount of Olives, probably 
facing the temple. 


Light on Puzzling Passages 

Verse 1.— The kingdom of heaven: The new rule 
of Christ on the earth, the Messianic dispensation, 
Here the special reference is to the close of this dis- 
peneesonics: Unto ten virgins: *‘Ten” wasthe num- 

r of completion among the Jews.—Zo meet the 
bridegroom: Marriage usages in those days closed 
with a procession to the home of the bridegroom, 
where feasting took place. It is most natural to refer 
the parable to this procession and feast, and not tothe 
coming of the bridegroom. to the house of the bride. 
In the procession, usually at night, every one must 
carry a burning **lamp,’’ oer ‘torch... The * virgins.” 
rey ue cae awaiting, for the festive procession 
to in, : ; 

Youre 3.—Took no oil with them; ‘Thetlamps,” 
were probably fastened to ashort pole.. Others think 
that'*‘torches” ate- referred to,—twisted wool or 
flax being’ saturated with oil and:wrapped about the 
end of a‘pole. _Inany-casea fresh supply of oil would 
be often required. Olive oil was most common. in 
Palestine. 

Verse 5.—They all slumbered and slept: The 
tenses are different: the first points to their becom- 
ing drowsy, the second to their remaining asleep. 
They had probably gathered at some appointed place 
—on the route of the festal march, possibly in a house. 

Verse 6.—At midnight; Wedding ceremonies 
usually closed at night, and might readily be delayed 
until midnight.—Beho/d, the bridegroom! As the 
punctutation shows, ‘‘ behold ” 1s an exclamation, 
nota verb. The ‘‘cry” was probably made by those 
awaiting the procession, near the home of the bride, 
not from the house itself. 

Verse 10.— Went in with him to the marriage 

feast: This feast was usually held at the home of 
the bridegroom, and that is implied here, since verses 
11 and 12 represent the bridegroom as the authorita- 
tive host.—And the door was shut; This was in ac- 
cordance with custom, especially at night. 

Verse 11.—Lord, Lord; In the parable a respectful 
address, though it takes on a higher sense in the in- 
terpretation. _ 

erse 12.—/ know you not: As guests they should 
have been ready to join, with lighted lamps, the fes- 
tive procession. They might then have entered with 
the others; but, coming too late, the master of the 
feast will not even recognize them as acquaintances, 
still less admit them as guests. : 

Verse 13.— Watch therefore: The verb is stronger 
than not being asleep; it-refers to vigilance and pre- 
paredness.—Aunow not the day nor the hour: That 
is, when the Lord cometh; and some scribes added: 
‘Wherein the Son of man cometh,” taken from 
chapter 24: 44. But while this is undoubtedly the 
oem se reference, practically the saying applies to the 

our of death for the individual believer. he lesson 
of the parable is, therefore, not only to expect but to 
be prepared for the Lord's coming, in either sense. 


WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 


Before you leave the present study of the Gospel 
according to Matthew, why not make the most.o 
your opportunity? President Sanders’ booklet, 
“How to Make the Most of the Year in Matthew,” 
Lives briefly an insight into the structure and con- 
tent of the Gospel, and many hints on the most 
profitable ways to study tt. It will give order 


and perspective to your look over the fast lessons 
and over the lessons yet to come. 
Sunday School Times Company. 


zo cents. The 





LESSON FOR OCTOBER 2 (Matt. 25 : 1-13) 


Watchfuiness 
By Professor James Stalker, D.D. 


HE point of this parable is perfectly clear, and 
the whole is exceedingly dramatic ; so that it is 
no wonder that it has, in all ages, been exploited 

by art of every kind. 

Tue Renpezvovs.—As all the virgins, wise and 
unwise, were on their way to meet the bridegroom, 
so are all the children of men, good and bad, 
on their way to the judgment-seat of Christ ; or, if 
the introductory words about ‘the kingdom of 
heaven ” restrict the scope of the parable to the vis- 
ible church, then all who make a profession of Chris- 
tianity, of which the bearing of the lampis a symbol, 


' are on their way to meet the Head of the church at 


his second coming. This is the great event of the 
future ; but the day and the hour are unknown ; and 
the peculiarity of the present situation is due to the 
certainty that Christ is coming, on the one hand, and 
the uncertainty when he will come, on the other. 
This determines the true attitude of the church and 
of every individual Christian to be one of expectancy 
—*' Watch therefore, for ye know not the day nor the 
hour.” 

Of this very uncertainty some Christians have 
been impatient, and they have endeavored, by arith- 
metical calculations founded on prophecy, to settle 
the-exact year of Christ's appearing ; but this is to be 
wiser than the Lord himself, who said that he was 
ignorant of the date. Others, more wise, have cher- 


‘ished a fervent hope that he might appear in their 


own day, and they have tried to live so as to be ready 
to receive him. If some Christians are too prosaic to 
be able to believe that the end of the world is coming 
soon; yet they may be living in the consciousness 
that, if Christ does not come soon to them, they will 
go seon to him ; and this may have the same purify- 
ing virtue. But multitudes are too little impressed 
with the teaching of Scripture or captivated with the 
hope of seeing the Saviour to be waiting at all for the 
coming of Christ ; they have not prepared for it, and 
they‘are not concerned about it. 
hat the nature of the proper preparation is has 
been much discussed, Romanists making it to be 
good works and Protestants saving faith, while every 
one can interpret it by some favorite idea of his own. 
But all are agreed that the oil taken by the wise ‘vir- 
ins in theit’ vessels, which were separate receytacles 
rom-their lamps, denotes preparation of some’kind ; 
and this is'enough: What the nature of the prepara- 
tiod. is;can’ be easily ascertained from other portions 
of Scripture or even from the other parables of this 
chapter; the broad principle emphasized in this para- 
bie is, that preparation for eternity is' essential, and 
that Jack of preparation is fatal. 

Tae Mrpnicut StumsBer.—The doctrine of this 
parable is extremely unlike that of certain modern 
prophets, who teach that eternity is not intended to 
occupy much of the thoughts of mortals. Eternity 
may'be our future home, these say, but time is our 

resent home, and in time our duties lie. Let these 

well done, and eternity may be left to look after 
itself. Whatever truth may be in such suggestions 
seems to be acknowledged in the parable itself, which 
says that *‘ while the bridegroom tarried, they all 
slumbered and slept.” This is not imputed to the 
Wise as a reproach ; it was quite proper jn the cir- 
cumstances ; and what it seems to hint is, that 
there is an oblivion of the future which is natural to 
man and not blameworthy. Time demands. our at- 
tention ; earthly work absorbs our energy ; we can- 
not be always oe of spiritual things ; and it 
would not be right to do so if, by so doing, we lost 
sight of our duties. But the wise virgins had made 
preparation for all eventualities dae they fell 
asleep ; and the sleep was the slumber, with which 
all are acquainted, in which the ear is still watching 
for a signal that may sound or a voice that may call. 
Nothing can be more shallow than to suggest that 
there can be any wisdom in forgetting eternity if 
provision has not first been made for its solemn real- 
ities. Childhood and youth -should be specially 
sensitive to the still small voice that speaks from 
within and the authoritative voice which calls from 
above. It has been most usual to interpret the 
slumbering and sleeping of death ; but, if this be 
correct, it is still to be noted that the preparation is 
antecedent. 

THe Door SHut.—The most dramatic moment is 
when the announcement of the bridegroom’s approach 
wakes the silence of midnight. Then the ‘* vessel” 
of each is looked to ; then the needle for trimming 
the wick, carried also by each, is brought into play ; 
but, as soon as the foolish begin to trim, they cry out 
in dismay, ‘‘Our lamps are going out” (not ‘are 
gone-out,”’ as the Authorized Version says). We may 
be inclined to think that the wise ought to have risked 
the lending of a little of their own oil ; or we may 
consider it harsh that the foolish were shut out for so 
slight an offense ; but can there be any doubt what 
our Lord intended to teach at either of these points? 
So. far from heaping up accusations against those he 
condemns, he seems to be evoking sympathy on their 
behalf, except at a single point—the one unforgivable 
thing-is to be unprepared. 

ABERDEEN, SCOTLAND. 
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Dr.. Mackie’s ‘‘ Oriental Lesson Lights” is re- 
placed, for this issue only, by his article on page 
459- Mr. Wells’ new lesson article will hereafter 
be placed on the third or fourth lesson page. 











One New Plan Every Week 


The Touch of Novelty That Is 
Needed for Successful Teaching 


By Amos R, Wells 


Introduction.—The ever-fresh children appreciate 
fresh methods of teaching. The merest whiff of 
newness arouses their curiosity and holds their atten- 
tion. ‘Teachers that are content to pled-in old ways, 
however excellent, are missing one of the surest 
means of caciing interest and of holding their pupils. 

The purpose of this series of articles is to suggest 
for each lesson a single novelty. Sometimes the 
method described will apply to that one lesson alone ; 
sometimes it will have a serial value. I shall have 
particularly in mind the Intermediate classes, but 
sometimes the plan will fit also the Primary depart- 
ment, and sometimes it will be appropriate also for 
the adult classes, 

I shall not always, perhaps not often, supply a 
comprehensive plan for teaching the entire lesson : 
that is done elsewhere inthis paper. My aim is only 
to suggest the bit of novelty that will lift your teach- 
ing from the ruts, and quicken you and your scholars 
alike. I “ag that you will these plans with enter- 
prising zeal, and that you will find them abundantly 
successful. 


Lamps and Initials.—The lamps used by the ten 
virgins were shallow earthenware bowls, in the 
saucer-like a of which were two openings,—one in 
the middle through which the oil was poured, and 


(Continued on next page, fourth column) 
* 
Ready 
The Lesson’s Missionary Meaning 
By Delavan Leonard Pierson 


N THE seal of the American Baptist Foreign 
Mission Society is the picture of an ox standing 
} between a plow and an altar. Underneath is 
the legend: ‘‘ Ready foreither.” Itis the attitude of 
the true Christian—ready for any service or sacrifice 
to which God calls; but the missionary abroad and 
the worker at home are in reality in the midst of both 
all the time. 

Reapy—this is the attitude of the volunteer in 
God’s army. When a business firm in London wanted 
aman fora very responsible post in America they 
sent for three employees and asked each how long it 
would take him to be ready to go. One answered 
‘*a month,” another ‘‘a week” while the third said, 
‘*T am ready now.” Hewassent. Whenthe Church 
Missionary Society asked William Duncan if he 
would go to found a mission in Western America, he 
replied: ‘‘I will go wherever I am sent, and, if neces- 
sary, I can start in an hour.” He was ready for 
prompt action, not because he underestimated the 
importance of preparation but because he was pre- 
pared for an emergency. 

Ready for any work or any crisis. This requiresa 
full life, astrong character. We must have more oil 
in our lamps than is needed for to-night, we must 
have some in reserve to use in case we have not an 
opportunity to obtain more. A missionary who is to 
succeed knows that he must not only know the sim- 
ple truths of the gospel, but that he may be called on 
to build houses or boats, torun a printing-press or 
shoe a horse, to act as doctor or preach to a company 
of learned Brahmans, It is the crises of life that 
test character. 

Ready for sacrifice, He is an unworthy subject 
who is not ready to devote himself, his fortunes, his 
children, his life, if need be, to the service of his King. 
In the Adana massacres in Asia Minor, the martyrs 
were not given time toconsider whether or not they 
would remain truetotheir Lord. It never occurred to 
them to deny him. They were ready. 

Ready for death or for the coming of Christ. We 
know not when the home-call may come—when the 
time of probation is over. We know not when our 
Lord shall’ come to call us tothe marriage feast of the 
Lamb or to give an account of our stewardship. 
The only date given for his coming is “the hour that 
ye think not.” It behooves those who would welcome 
the King to be eternally ready. This does not mean 
a cessation from regular duties or a continued upward 
gaze (Acts 1: 11), but it means a readiness of heart 
and life. Here is a responsibility that is not trans- 
ferable. 

“Be ready—for the call toservice, for the unexpected 
crisis; for the call to sacrifice, for death or for the 
‘coming of ‘the King: 

~ BRookiyn, N. Y. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


Jesus -— Ten virgins, who.. .went tomeet 
the bridegroom (v. 1). e talk of the things we like. 
Jesus liked weddings and talked of them. The first 
party he attended was a wedding (John 2:1, 2). In 
coaxing us to heaven he tries to make our mouths 
water by saying heaven is like a wedding. Here in 
one of his greatest parables he takes us to a wedding. 
The wedding is the topmost stone of social functions. 
This is the kind of a joyous Saviour we have. No 
**Oh dear!” long face, away-down-in-the-sub-base- 
ment about him. Jesus never refused an invitation 
toaspread. He neverwill. Invite him to your next 
one and see, The most charming sight at a wedding is 
the company of sweet young — in best bib and 
tucker. Nothing lovelier out of heaven than this bevy 
of nder Jesus, marrying one of their number. No 


wonder Jesus loves weddings. What man 

doesn’t! This wedding party in our story, like all young 

folks, had some wise and some foolish. The point of 

this paragraph is to find which set you belong to if 

qe are a girl, and which kind of girl will some day 
long to you if you are a boy. 

A Man.—TZhe wise took oil (v. 4). Which means 
they were ready for all ordin happenings and 
took no chances. We boys know both [nds of girls. 
‘*Oh dear ! here I have gone and forgotten my ——.” 
And then a fellow has to go away back afterit. Prep- 
aration for all things, here and hereafter is wisdom. 
Oil stands for the Holy Spirit (Acts 10: 38). A 
picture without that something we call art is a mere 
drawing. Music without that something which sets 
the soul vibrating is a mere tintinnabulation. A life 
without that ‘‘something” is a failure, no matter 
how loud sounding the fame or how high may be piled 
the gold. We have viewed acres of paintings with- 
out a picture among them, we have been tossed for 
hours upon an ocean of sound waves without hearing 
any music. We have seen hundreds of men with 
houses and lands and position and gold and we have 
not seen aman. A man is never a man except plus 
the Spirit of God (Gen. 2: 7). 

On the Way.— While the bridegroom tarried, they 
all slumbered and slept (v. 5). Out of sight, out of 
mind. Things seem to tarry, but they always arrive. 
You fellows are not thinking them, but bald heads, 

ay whiskers and wrinkles have left Broad Street 

tation and are on the way and just as sure to be 
along as the ‘‘ Limited" which comes a rolling up 
the valley. The whistle will awaken you some day 
to find George Johnson an ‘old codger.” You are 
foolish virgins like these girls if you are not ready far 
old age. ‘‘Few die and none resign,” I heard Joe 
Deacon the receiving teller sigh years ago. But = 
kept right on in the Sunday-school Sundays, in the 
bank the rest of the week, and lived the simple life 
wide awake. Somebody did die and somebody did 
resign—they always do—and we call him President 
Deacon now of the Brandywine National. Percy 
Harding the paying teller couldn’t wait, and quit and 
tried something else. Percy is still trying something 
else. Thecoming of the bridegroom is sure, and he 
may come any day. Whether that coming shall be 
over Cemetery Hill ‘*in like manner” or down in the 
mill like a flash of lightning ‘‘ absent from the body,” 
the only question is, will you be ‘* awake”? (Acts 
Z: sz: 3 Cor. $3) 

You Can’t.— 7here will not be enough for us and 
you: ...buy for yourselves (v. 9). ere they sel]- 
fish? Are we to bear one another’s foolishnesses ? 
Give me the Scripture for it. Oil-less lamps ineant,a 
funeral. A spoiled wedding. Think of going to a 
wedding in slippers and a loud stripe because you 
gave your dress suit to another fellow! It is hard to 
turn down friends, but some things can’t be helped. 
We can share our crust, but we can’t share the honor 
of our friends. We can turn the other cheek, but 
can’t slight Martin Penrose and his bride on the one 
great day of their lives. One man’s piety will not 
take his brother to heaven. Christ demands respect 
and honor from every individual. You must — 
heaven for yourself. Parents may buy the whole 
world for their children, but ‘‘ oil” is the one thing 
the children must buy for themselves (Isa. 55: 1). 

It Opened—and Closed.— While they went awa 
.... the bridegroom came (v. 10). I have never felt 
more like crying in my life than when I have seen 
the train pull out just as I arrived at the gate. 
‘* Left,” says his royal highness in blue and alumi- 
num. It is bittertobeleft. Door shut. ‘* Toolate,” 
saddest of cries, The worst thing about the shut 
door is the memory that for so long it was an. open 
door with a voice calling ‘‘Come.” Get ready for 
heaven now. When the doctor stands by is no 
time. When Satan and bad habits drop you down 
and God and good ‘habits drop the other fellows up, 
the smart.of the sting will be in ‘‘ what might have 
been.” But the hurt of the shut door of a boss-ship 
is nothing to the agony of the shut door of heaven. 

** A thousand years did a poor man wait 
Outside of heaven’s gate 
And then while a moment brief he dozed 
It opened—-and CLOSED. 
COATESVILLE, Pa, 
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Visiting the Lesson-Scenes 


A WORD FROM THE Epiror.—Fifty places 
are described with the lessons of the whole 
year ; the fifty stereographs of these places cost 
$8 34, and if ordered at one time, a cloth-bound, 
gold-lettered case wil! be given free. ‘I'welve 

laces in Palestine will be described with the 
essons of the fourth quarter ; the twelve stereo- 

aphs for the fourh quarter cost $2.00. ‘The 
our Potty ae po for tember cost 67 cents. 
Less than four stereographs in one order are 20 
cents each. Stereoscope, 85 cents. Orders 
should be sent to The Sunday School ‘Times 
Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


UCH festivities as Jesus had in mind 
. when he told the story may be witnessed 
by a traveler even now, in almost an 


Syrian town, though details vary. We will 
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‘go té Ramallah (the place is marked 39 on 
our map) about tenmiles north of Jerusalem, 
to see one stage in the elaborate celebration of 
a marriage among our own contempararies. 

Looking through the stereoscope, you find 
yourself on a wall about as high as a one- 
story house, with a crowd of men and boys just 
below you, blocking a narrow street. Their 
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urely revelers might arrive! And we know 
the delay was great enough to burn out all 
the oil from some of the lamps. 

To watch these people ~ their proceed- 
ings just as if you yourself were up on the 
wall above the street, use a stereograph en- 
titled ‘* Bridegroom and friends going to 
fetch the bride, Ramallah.’’ ~- 

Next week we shall describe what can be 
seen in a Palestine business center where 
people are buying and selling, like the per- 
sonages in our Saviour’s parable of the 
Talents, 


« 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to assist in the con- 
duct of this department. One dollar is 
offered for every anecdotal lesson illus- 

tration that can be used, and two dollars for the 
best illustration used for each week's lesson. 
‘The important conditions governing the accept- 
ance. of material, and the year’s lesson calen- 
dar, will be sent for a two-cent stamp. 


_The Unexpected Visitor.— Be ye also 
ready: for in an hour that ye think not the 
Son of man cometh(Golden Text), Dr. L.A. 
Banks relates this incident: ‘* An old min- 
ister, very eccentric and accustomed to im- 
press spiritual lessons in unique and unex- 
pected ways, one day entered the shop of a 
member of his church without knocking or 
ringing the bell, and inquired, before he had 
made any salutation, ‘ Did you expect me?’ 
‘No,’ was the astonished reply. ‘* What 
if I had been death?’ he solemnly asked, 
then stepped out as abruptly as he came, 
and was gone before his parishioner could 
make answer, It made a tremendous im- 
pression on the man, and brought to his 
mind with a new emphasis, such as he had 
never realized before, the Saviour’s words : 
‘Be ye also ready: for in an hour that ye 
think not the Son of man cometh, ’ ’’—J/rs. 
M. Watts, London, Eng. 


Next Week Too Uncertain.— Ze ye also 
ready: forin an hour that ye think not the 
ood man cometh (Golden Text). D. L. 
‘Moody once preached in Chicago on ‘* What 
then shall I do with Jesus?’’ He closed by 
gaying: “*I wish you would take this text 
home with you and turn it over in your 
minds during the week, and next Sunday 
decide what to do with Jesus.’’ ‘That night 
the great fire broke out, and many who were 
in that audience perished. Mr. Moody never 
again advised a delay in decision! We are 
not to consuit our convenience, but God’s 





call. ‘* Now is the accepted time. ‘l'o-day 
is the day of salvation.’’— Mrs, H. D. Evans, 


robes and turbans are almost exactly like | Aa/timore, Md. From The Central Advo- 


those that were worn here in Jesus’ time. 
One of the men (a bridegroom) is riding 
toward you on a small donkey, while the 


| 


| 


cate, 


The Modeling.— Ze ye also ready: for in 


others walk; the neighbors are pressing so| an hour that ye think not the Son of man 
closely around the donkey that you hardly | cometh (Golden Text). It is said that a famous 


see the animal at all. A small space farther 
ahead is left clear, and within that space the 


| 


| 


artist had many sons, He was growing old, 
and one day as his sons were gathered round 


groom’s ‘* best man ’’ is singing and marking | him, he said: ‘* Boys, do you love me?” 


time by tossing some small object up into 
the air, catching it as it falls. ‘The rest clap 
their hands to make an accompaniment for 
the song. At the left of the narrow road is 
a high wall on which some boys have climbed 





| 


The boys answered; ‘‘ Father, you know that 
we love you.’’ The father said: ‘*If you 
love me, give me proof of your love.’’ Then 
he went into his studio and brought out some 
modeling clay. He flatten+4 it out, and cut 


to see the fun; there is a garden with fruit | it into even cubes, and to each he gave a 


trees beyond the wall. 
roadway a low stone house (one story) with a 
flat roof offers observation space for~ still 
more of the villagers who are enjoying the 
show. Other houses, with flat roofs, bare 
stone walls and only a few small window. 
apenings, stand massed beyond the farther 
end of the street and garden. Some of the 
people who live there have come out into the 
street to gaze and listen. ‘ 

A wedding party moving throagh one of 
these narrow thoroughfares’ in. the evening 
could not be stereographed at all for lack of 
light.. Fortunately for us, this particular 
bridegroom (the man on the almost invisible 
donkey) is now going by daylight. to the 
house of his prospective father-in-law to 
claim the bride and take her home. The 
men whom you see surfounding him now are 
relatives, friends, and neighbors, whom he has 
been entertaining at his own house, while 
the bride’s women friends were being enter- 
tained at her father’s house. Oriental ideas 
of hospitable manners require on these occa- 
sions an expenditure which is often a serious 
financial burden. Sometimes the feasting of 
friends lasts several days in'succession,. No 
wonder the girls in our lesson-story, who 
had been appointed to meet_a bridegroom’s 
train and add the gayety of illumination to 
the pageant, were uncertain when the leis- 


| 





At the right of the | cube of clay, saying: ‘‘ Mould this into an 


image of your love.’’ The boys went off re- 
jeicing, each to his room, to undertake his 
task of love. 

One son went to his room with the great 
yearning in kis soul to mould the image 
of his father’s face. Hour after hour he 
worked, till by and by the image of the 
father’s face shone from out the clay. He 
put the light of love in the eyes, and smile of 
peace on the lips, and soon the statue lacked 
but the breath of life to become the living 
counterpart of the father he loved. 

The others went to their rooms, and look- 
ing at the piece of clay, said: ‘* We can do 
this in our spare hours, Father is becoming 
so queer. One went off to business,: another 
to pleasure, another to work,: The days 
fled, and weeks passed. . Once more they 
stood in the father’s studio. With quivering 
voice he asked: ‘** Do you love me? Give 
me a testimony of your love.’? The boys 
were frightened, and ran to their rooms ; all 
save the one son, who brought forth in 
triumph: the image of his father. The 
others found their clay had turned to stone. 
They stood before the father, but. only one 
son could show a testimony of his love. 
The father put this .son’s: statue: by his bed- 
side, The rest he threw into'the ash heap. 
So we are moulding a statue of our love. 





God is the great artist with many sons. 
the voice of God crying : ‘‘ Do you love me ?’’ 
To each he gives the bunch of clay—the body. 
—and says: ‘*Take it into your ‘homes ; 
mould it after model—Christ.’’ — Juniata 
Rohrback, Washington, D.C. From The 
Expositor. 


Garrison Fare.— Ze ve also ready: for in 


an hour that ye think not the Son of man. 


cometh (Golden Text). A gentleman was 
once asked if he would take some bread and 
a glass of wine. His answer was: ‘No, I 
will take some bread and a glass of water.’’ 
His friend smilingly answered : *‘ Bread and 
water! That is prison fare!’’ ‘* No,’’ said 
he, ‘‘not prison fare, but garrison fare. We 
can’t afford to be off our guard.’’ ‘* What I 
say unto you, I say unto all—Watch.’’— 
W. R. Clark, Crosland Moor, Hudders- 
field, Eng. From The Sunday School Chron- 
wcle, 


That ‘* Eleventh Hour’ Excuse.— 2¢ ye 
also ready: for in an hour that ye think not 
the Son of man cometh (Golden Text). Mr. 
Moody used to say that he had a great many 
people who used the penitent thief as an ex- 
cuse for not deciding for Christ. ‘I was 
urging a man to repent, and he put me off 
by saying, ‘You know the penitent thief got 
into paradise just at his death.’ ‘Yes,’ I 
said, ‘and probably he accepted the first in- 
vitation he had ever received. Can you say 
that?’ ’’—Mary £. Watson, Hartford, Conn. 
The prize for this week is awarded to this 
illustration, 


Depending On the Others.— Give us of 
your otl; for our lamps are going out (v. 8). 
A little boy was given a nickel for missions, 
but on his way to church he passed a candy 
store, and, yielding to temptation, spent the 
money for sweets. His conscience troubled 
him, however, so he returned to the shop- 
keeper, saying, ‘*Say, Mister, that nickel 
was given me for the heathen; you see that 
they get it, will you?’’ We laugh at the 
experience of the boy, but is it not a reflec- 
tion of our missionary conscience which too 
often depends on some one else to meet the 
obligation, because the money went for self- 
indulgence ?-—- Edward B. Bagby, Fort 
Smith, Ark. From The Expositor. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 
A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Fathzr, 


thou hast not withheld from us any needed 
warning of the dangers along our path. Thou 
hast taught us by thy word, by the experience 
of everyday life, by the testimony of our friends. 
And yet how easily we give way to stupid pride 
in our own foresight, our own most narrow 
vision of the coming call to service and privi- 
lege. What drones we are! How unsensitive 
to the duty of the hour! Lord of our life, in- 
spirer of our toil, go deep, we pray thee, into 
the dark places of our lives, and reveal to us 
sharply the need we have for the clean soul, 
the purified will, the girded preparedness for 
any instant call to do our part to the uttermost. 
Giant that we shall be strangers to sloth, foes 
to folly, and alert servants of the King, never 
counting any test of our preparedness unwel- 
come. Lord, may we keep in trim for thy 
coming! May there be no hurry of a shamed 
distress, but a glad welcome to thee at any 
hour! Amen. 


**Company’s coming! We must clean up 
the sitting-room, sweep the front walk, sew 
up those rips in the couch cover, and ’’— 
well, you can finish the list, only not now. 
Why is itso many of us have to clean up when 
company comes? Yes, we are not ready. 
Why, it really seems as though one’s own 
folks aren’t half as important as company ! 
Go with me for a moment into any one of 
our coast life-saving stations, and look around 
you. Here is a boat resting on wheels ready 
torun out. The oars are in the boat. So 
are the life preservers. Provisions and water 
are there. Just beside the boat is a rack of 
pigeon-holes containing our signal flags. 
Here is a small cannon, and beside it a thin 
rope lai in on a board with wooden pins 
standing up on it around which the rope is 
cleverly laid in such a way that it will run 
out without a hitch when it is fastened to a 
shot that the cannon or gun sends out to a 
stranded vessel. The crew is ready, too, 
every man trained to take his place at once 
when need arises. There is no end to the 
readiness of the life-saving station. And 
sometimes months and months will go by 
without a call to help anybody. But when a 
call does come—when on some wickedly 
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night a gun is heard* beyond ‘the surf, 
andthe beach*patrol ‘burns~his flare, and a 
vessel-is-on the bar buried in a smother of 
foam—there isn’t a minute lost in looking 
for this or that, in wondering where the oars 
are, or the’ life-preservers, or the shot. Pre- 
paredness then means life ‘saved perhaps to 
many. It means that, in another sense, to 
us, and to those in our care. Being ready is 
an ‘important’ part of being’ good—good in 
character, | ‘for service. herefore 





“BE READY 











After a wild’ scramble when we know a test 
is coming? No, not that. But- just quietly 
ready all the’ while. “Ihe coming of any 
test is welcome ‘then. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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Lesson Hymns and Psaims 


‘** Rejoice, all ye believers."’ ; , 

** Wake, awake, for night is flying."’ 

‘** To-day the Saviour calls."’ 

‘*** Yet there is room’ : the Lamb's bright hall 
of song."’ 

‘* Lord in this thy mercy's day.” 

‘** Christian, seek not yet repose.” 

‘A charge to keep I have.’ 


(References in parentheses are to the old and new 
editions of the metrical Psalm book ‘* Bible Songs.’’) 


Psalm 45 : 11-16 (61 : I-4. 95 : 1-3). 

Psalm § : 1-3, 5,6(5:1-5. 8 : 1-4). 

Psalm 119 : 109-114 (176 : 109-114. 258 : 1-3). 
Psalm 37 : 28-31 (51 : 4-6." 79 : 1-4). 
Psalm 130 : 1-5 (194 : 1-4. 281 : 1-5). 


« 
Lesson Home-Readings 


Selected under the auspices of the Sunday-school 
editorial Association, and approved by the Inter- 
national Lesson Committee.) 


M.—Matt. 25 : 1-13. . The Wise and Foolish 
Virgins. 

«The Marriage Supper of 
the Lamb. 

W.—Matt. 22: 1-14.. . The Bidden Proving 
‘ Unworthy. 

. Having a Form of; God- 
liness, 

. Not Sleeping, but 
Watching. 

S—Rom. 8 : 1-11 . Without the Spirit of Christ. 
S.—Luke 12 : 35-40 . Looking for Their Lord. 
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( Continued from preceding page) 


T.—Rev. 19 : I-10. 


T.—2 Tim. 3: 1-9. 
F.—1 Thess. 5: 1-11 . 


one at the edge in which the wick was placed. 
Opposite the wick was the handle. See the 
picture in any illustrated Bible dictionary 
or dictionary of Roman antiquities.. Some 
scholar may make two of these in clay, imi- 
tating the picture ; or you may roughly show 
how they worked by using two tin cups and 
pasteboard covers. 

Let one lamp represent the lamps of..the 
wise virgins, and the other those of the fool- 
ish virgins. Place in the former a number 
of slips of paper, each bearing the initial of 
a characteristic or an act which will help to 
fill our life-lamps, such as P for prayer, F 
(faith), H (helpfulness), T (Thoughtfulness), 
B (Bible-reading), G (giving), T-g (thanks- 
giving), S (service), Pa (patience), Pe (perse- 
verance), O (obedience), C (cheerfulness), 
Br (bravery). Place in the second lamp an- 
other set of slips, each bearing an initial 
hinting at something which empties our. life- 
lamps and keeps them empty, such as F 
(falsehood), L (laziness), P (procrastination), 
G (greed), A (anger), C (covetousness), Pr 
(pride), E (envy), I (intemperance), Im (im- 
purity), H (heedlessness), Pl (pleasure-lov- 
ing), S (swearing). Add others to each list 
as the needs of your class prompt. 

Divide the class into two parts. The first 
will draw the slips frem the ‘‘ wise’’ lamp, 
and will try to interpret them. Supply the 
solution only when no one of that side can 
give it (or one equally good). Then let the 
other side draw slips from the ‘foolish ’’ 
lamp and interpret them. Keep a record of 
the number interpreted by each side. Then 
restore the slips to the lamps, and have the 
slips drawn out and interpreted again, to test 
the scholars’ memory and attention, giving 
each side the lamp used at first by the other 
side, Keep a record of success in this also, 
and at the close of the exercise announce the 
**score’’ of each side. 


Boston. 
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[ How to Teach the Lesson to Your Ctass | 





The Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


Lesson TEACHING. — Wise people will 
always try to be ready. 


WONDER if any one in our Primary 
room was ever a flower girl or ring. 
bearer at a wedding. It is always ex- 

pected that anybody who has part in a wed- 
ding will be ready on time. 

Long ago, in a faraway country, there was 
to be a wedding.’ Among those invited were 
ten young women, They didn’t call them 
bridesmaids, but virgins. Then customs 
were not like ours. The bridegroom with 
his friends went to the home of the bride’s 
parents, and, after waiting there a while, 
started back to take the bride to his home. 
She was dressed in her wedding garments 
and jewels, with a veil and garland of flow- 
ers. The invited guests joined the proces- 

’ sion, carrying lights. There was music and 
singing, and everything was bright and joy- 
ous, 

The ten young women knew that the 
bridegroom had gone to fetch his bride, and 
they were to wait and be ready to join the 
procession with their lamps bright and shin- 
ing. (The Scripture story is so plainly told 
that there is no need to repeat it here. Most 
of the children will readily understand what 
it would mean if automobiles tried’to run 
along the roads without lights, that the law 
forbids it, so they carry extra oil for the 
Jamps and gasoline for the engine. If these 
gave out they. would have to_stop.) 

‘The picture-roll shows the five who were 
wise, with their lamps trimmed and burning, 
and one of the oil vessels is visible. 

Sketch an outline of an Oriental lamp, as 
you explain that Jesus told this story to his 
disciples as they sat together on the: moun- 
tain-side looking toward Jerusalem. They 
had asked ‘him when he would come in ‘his 
‘king@ém. As he finished the story, he said, 

4" Watch therefore, for ye know neither the 
day nor the hour wherein the Son of man 
cometh,’’ ‘* Be ye therefore ready also, for 
the Son of man-cometh at an hour when ye 
think not.” 

Home work; Draw an Oriental lamp, and 
write beside it, ‘*‘ Watch,’’ ‘* Be Ready.”’ 

The following may be helpful as an illus- 
trative story for children : 

‘*Her name was Doro-hy, but everybody 
called her Dilly Dally. She would start to 
dress in the morning, then play a little or 
sit thinking, so she was seldom ready to eat 
breakfast with the others. She was often 
late for school, and so slow with her work 
that she sometimes had to stay in while the 
other children played. 

‘‘There was to bea school picnic. All 
were to meet at the station at nine o’clock. 
Dilly Dally was sure she would be ready on 
time. Her mother called her early, so she 
dressed and ate her breakfast more quickly 
than usual, and started with her picnic lunch 
in plenty of time. 

‘*She passed a store window «filled with 
toys, and stopped to decide which she would 
like most to have. She stayed longer than 
she intended, then started to run as she re- 
membered the picnic. Just as she reached 
the station the man closed the gate, saying, 
‘Too late, little girl, too late, the train has 
just started.’ She saw it pulling out, and 
the children waving at her from the win- 
dows. 

** Dilly Dally was so disappointed that 
she cried. It took her a-long time to go 
home, for she was ashamed to tell her 
mother why she had missed the train, 

‘‘Her mother wondered how she could 
teach Dilly Dallyto be on time. ‘That after- 
noon she bought her a pretty blue clock to 
tell her just when to do things. For quite a 
while Dilly Dally did what the clock told 
her. She got up and was ready for break- 
fast on time. Then for two mornings she 
heard it, but turned over and went to sleep 
again, so was late for breakfast and school. 
Mother said the clock must go to another 
little girl who would mind what it said. 
Dilly Dally felt very sorry to see it go. 

*“*Her uncle was going on a long trip. 
Before he started he said, ‘Let’s have a 
secret: when I come back I want to find 
Dorothy here instead of Dilly Dally’ She 





knew what he meant, and tried very hard to 
do things on time. Sometimes she forgot, 
but tried again, and kept doing better. 

**One day when she came from school her 
uncle was there. He kissed her, and said, 
* What is the name of this little girl?’ She 
looked toward her mother, who smiled and 
said, ‘This is Dorothy. Dilly Dally went 
away long ago.’ . Uncle said, ‘ That’s good,’ 
and led the way to the hall, where he opened 
a big bundle, saying, ‘It’s for Dorothy.’. It 
was the dearest little cuckoo clock from 
Switzerland. They hung it on the wall of 
Dorothy’s room, and she remembered to be 
ready to do things just when the clock told 
her it was time.”’ 
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My Class of Girls 
By Helen Gill Lovett 


OW many things can you recall that the 
kingdom of heaven is like? It was 
necessary to turn again to chapters 

13, 18, 20, 22 to have a satisfactory list. 
What did Jesus wish to teach when he taught 
to-day’s parable ? 

Were you ever a bridesmaid? We dis- 
cussed the- Oriental wedding, the brides- 
maidens, the Oriental lamps and olive oil 
used. Who is this expected bridegroom ? 
Why were these five girls called foolish in- 
stead of ignorant? Here we met at once 
the truth we wished to give, that these virgins 
had not made the individual preparation 
which they well knew was expected, and there 
was no excuse for such neglect. 

Then we analyzed the scenes in the drama: 
how the ten took their lamps, but five took 
no oil, We discussed why they took no 


oil.. Did they expect it to be furnished? 


Did they think they would have opportunity 


to obtain’some at the last moment? Did they 
refuse to take the time and trouble to procure 
some when they had opportunity? Ten 
might have obtained. jit if five girls could. 

We explained that the shining, well-filled 
lamp was their. preparation to meet the 
bridegroom. They knew from their office 
what was expected, and how and where to 
make that preparation. 

We noted the long wait for the promised 
bridegroom and the fact that a// slumbered. 
No reproof was given for slumbering, but 
five had slumbered knowing they were un- 
prepared. 

A new scene was now presented. What 
call awakened the sleepers? What request 
do the foolish maids make? What is an- 
swered? Isthis just? Isitkind? Could 
tlfey have shared their oil? We saw that this 
personal preparation cannot be transferred ; 
that one person’s goodness will not save 


another, that associating with Christians does |’ 


not make us Christians. The oil of the Christ 
spirit must be paid for by daily living the Christ 
life. By the time these foolish virgins could 
purchase that oil it would be too late. The 
door would be shut. The second scene 
ended with the parting of the ten, five to go 
with the bridegroom and five to pay for their 
neglect. 

The third scene was the closed door. 
What sounds come from within? What is 
going on? Who are within? What sound 
is heard outside the door? Who is coming 
late? Why? What had this neglect meant 
to the bridegroom? Why didn’t he recog- 
nize them as his friends? Had they really 
proved themselves his friends? Had they 
really cared?» Was there anyexcuse? And 
the door is shut? What does that mean? 
Who is to be blamed for their missing the 
feast and the happiness? Tl pretend I am 
one of those forlorn girls weeping by the 
roadside and you may come along and ques- 
tion me. I wish you could have heard the 
questions those girls asked: Didn’t you 
know? Didn’t you have time? And when 
I meekly responded ‘Yes,’ then came 
scornfully, ‘* Well, then, it serves you right.’’ 

What warning does Jesus give to us from 
this lesson? We marked Matthew 25 : 13 
and Matthew 24 : 42, 46. 

Do you remember when Hamilton made 
his famous. aeroplane flight from New York 
to Philadelphia, how.the people watched all 
morning for the great airship to pass? In 


/may come to us to meet him any day—even 


wedding occasion, 
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one great mill near here, a watcher was 
ted, and: the owner on being praised for 
is consideration: said, ‘‘ If I had aot done 
so, I would have accomplished no work, for 
all would. have been watching. Now that 
they know some one will warn them, they 
are satisfied to work.”’ 
But girls, there is no watcher to warn us 
of the coming of the bridegroom. The call 


this day. We. must be -ready or face the 
closed door and hear, ‘‘I do.not know you.”’ 

Let us see what we must do to be counted 
a wise virgin. Begin our preparation when? 
How obtain it, and where? Why at once? 
Mark Matthew 7 : 21. 

Dear friends, may the final tableau include 
every one of our girls as bridesmaidens meet- 
ing the bridegroom with brightly burning 
lamps. ; 


Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson 


Write this story for your notebooks, ° 

Read for next lesson Matthew 25 : 14-30, 
also Luke’tg : 12-27. 

1. Why did the first two men get the same 
reward? 2, Whiy were not the talents: 
divided evenly? 3. Why was the third an 
unprofitable servant? 4. What was his 
rage 4 5. What might he have done and 

ad the same reward? 6. What does the 
Master expect us to do with our talents? 
. Name five ‘‘talents’’ which girls could 
invest for the Master. 8. To whom does 
God give the extra talent? . 

The girls are writing, week by week, a life of Christ 
in their own note-books, illustrating them with pic- 


tures on the lesson, and adding the “‘ Golden Thread” 
of each lesson, and how they weave it into their lives. 
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My Class of Boys 
By Eugene C. Foster 


HE story is a short one, and needs but 
one careful reading to bring it before 
the class. 

nation, I pictured the probable scenes of. this 
bringing the . picture 
in_ its Oriental setting within the range of 
vision of these present-day, boys. here 
were the Eastern marriage customs, the lamp 
or torch, the Oriental house, the oil that was 
used—each called for a briet word, 

But I got the boys to searching carefully 
over the lesson passage to get the answer to 
one of my assigned questions: ** Who can 
find one word which will really be the key- 
word of this passage?’’ One boy replied, 
Watch, I accepted that; it is a key-word. 
But I wanted another, and asked for it. 
‘They searched again, but none found it until 
I hinted at it by asking, ‘‘Is it all right 


Taking Dr. Riddle’s expla- |: c 
} the man nearest ready to live, 





simply to watch? Doesn’t watchfulness imply 
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something else?’? Some one said, ‘‘ Being 
ready.’’ And I asked which virgins went in 
to the feast. Those who were ready; see 
verse 10. We had our key-word. 

What I tried to show the boys is not easily 
put down in writing. It is that readiness is 
not a matter of a moment; it may be a mat- 
ter of years. I saw a picture in the paper of 
a young man who took the highest records 
in marksmanship in the United States Army. 
Was that a matter of a moment? No, in- 


deed ; it didn’t take long tomake the record 


when the test came, but back of it all were 
years of practise. 

Tests come to great groups of men every 
day ; those who are ‘‘ready’’ pass. Some 
try desperately. to get ready at the last 
moment, but there is no time to do that. 
Some go in, and then the door is shut. 

Life is made up of emergencies, or sudden 
‘demands upon us. A business man steps 
into a room where there are a number .of 
clerks ; he asks a question, seeking certain 
important ‘information ; most of the clerks 
‘*don’t know,’’ but one young fellow, who 
has spent his time attending to business in- 
stead of thinking of recent prizefights, knows 
and answers the question, He is ready. 
Any clerk might have answered it on an 
hour’s notice; only-one didn’t need any 
notice. ; 

I might multiply examples, but I did not 
need to with my boys. ‘They saw the point. 
It’s poem to the kingdom of heaven, 
especially the last test which will come. to 
each, the test of citizenship in this kingdom. 
If one is really ready, it will not make a par- 
ticle of difference what time the ‘‘ bride- 
groom’’ comes. Morning, noon, or night ; 
at sixteen, at forty, at seventy; it’s all the 
same to those who are ready. But one can’t 


‘| get ready when the testing time finally comes, 


To a boy it is all simple in its meaning. 
There is no finer time to get ready to live-or 
ready to die than now. Tose of us will be 
called upon to live than to die, in the next 
few years ; but the same preparation gets us 
ready to do either... That is a truth 1 like to 
insist on. The man nearest ready to die is 
i And that’s a 
good pladée to leave ‘this lesson. é 


Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson 


1. I assigned a special piece of work for 
each member of the class. Each one is to 
read carefully. the verses in Matthew 25 : 14- 
30, and then, with Bible shut, to write the 
story in fifty words, or as.near fifty as possi- 
ble. 2. What was meant by a talent? 3. 
How many servants. are. told about? How 
did they differ? _ 4..What event occurred on 
the return of the Master? In what way do 
events like this take place in our lives? 
5. Which one of the servants was punished? 
Why ? 

DETROIT, MICH. 








The Adult Bible Class—By President Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 








The Teaching of Jesus about the Last Things (Matt. 24 ; 1-51). 


CONDUCTING THE CLASS SESSION, 


; department will make one more 
and fna/ alteration of the lessons as 
selected by the International Lesson 
Committee, a change wholly-in the interest 
of the student who has been desirous of mas- 
tering the Gospel according to Matthew this 
year. Instead of treating the two: parables, 
so alike in purpose and trend, in chapter 25 : 
1-30, separately, we will take them in one 
lesson next week, and thus save room for the 
study this week of the characteristic and im- 
portant chapter 24, which ought not to be 
overlooked. ' 
Each Gospel agrees that after the solemn 
denunciation of the religious leaders, which 
took place in the temple-precincts, Jesus 
went out of the city and, sitting with his dis- 
ciples on the slopes of Olivet, as they gazed 
at the beautiful temple and the splendid city, 
at whose overthrow he had just hinted (24 : 
2), he uttered a discourse which has no par- 
allel. It has three great themes, somewhat 
intermingled: the destruction and devasta- 
tion of the Holy City, a striking demonstra- 
tion of Messianic greatness and power, and 
the end of the age. The first of these would 
have been wholly new to his disciple audi- 
tors, They would scarcely believe that 
Jerusalem could ever be given over to spoli- 
ation. They firmly believed that God would 





protect his own city from such a fate. - So 


what Jesus had to say was to the highest de. 
gree startling and unexpected. His words 
would not easily be forgotten. 

As Bruce remarks, it was natural for Jesus 
to get into.a prophetic mood. He was await- 
ing death, which was only a quesiion of time, 
He was convinced that the Jewish nation 
was hopelessly corrupted and that its future 
invited some sort of disaster. It was wise 
and timely on his part to warn his disciples 
concerning the dread future which he saw 
so clearly, and to advise them regarding what 
they should.do, . Under such circumstances, 
what did he predict would happen and what 
did he tell them to do? We might also ask 
what he did of tell them to do, since his 
silence was as forcefu! as his words. 

First of all (24: 1, 2) they spoke of the 
famous temple. What did Jesus declare 
concerning it? How many years had it been 
in process of building? (John 2:20.) To 
what cause would such an absolute ruin be 
ascribed? What further religious signifi- 
cance would the opportunity for such de- 
structive work convey to a Jewish mind? 
The statement of Jesus in verse 2 would 
really mean no less than the breaking down 
of all Israelitish institutions. The utter 
devastation of the city and temple would be 
the concluding act in a long struggle, since 
Jewish patriotism and pride would readily 


«Continued on next page, third column) 
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sacrifice. every other. possession in order to 
save these. 
No wonder then that the four intimate dis- 


'| ciples.ventured to make further inquiry re- 


garding his meaning. ‘lhey must have been 
Staggered by their own inferences. They 
are eager to gain more definite information. 

Jesus spoke of three great events: the de- 
struction of Jerusalem, the return of Jesus, 
and the end of the world. In Matthew’s 
Gospel these three are confused and inter- 
twined in a way which puzzles the student 


‘| who fails to recollect Matthew’s habit of put- 


ting together all the material which bears 
upon one general theme. This chapter 
of Matthew contains what Luke’s Gospel 
spreads through three chapters, 12, 17, and 
21. Doubtless the First Gospel has com- 
bined in this one chapter all that Jesus may 
have said at different times by way of fore- 
casting the future. Thus themes in them- 
selves puzzling and mysterious were made 
even more liable to misapprehension. 

Jesus warned them against being led astray 
by men who would regard every calamity as 
a sign that the end was near. -What eight 
events did he specify as being likely or sure 
to take place first? What notable achieve- 


ment would crown them all? What ‘‘end’? |- 


(v. 14) would then take place? Doubtless 
the disciples would have understood ‘the 
end of the world.’’ Perhaps our Gospel 
writer quoted it, so understanding its mean- 
ing. But Jesus may have merely had in 
mind the end of the Temple and the’ city. 

All Jesus had said so far was that a great 
deal would happen before these things would 
take place. He goes on to make suggestions 
which would serve to guide the disciples 
through the period of great trouble (vs. 15- 
28). There would be a heathen invasion of 
Judzea, which was to be the signal for the 
disciples to flee hastily to Perzea, What two 
other details did Jesus add? 

Sum up, now, the actual answers by Jesus 
to the disciples concerning the end, as to 
what will be accomplished first, as to the 
various disturbances which will precede it, 
and.as to. the certainty which all will-have 
regarding it. 

A’ series of parables conveyed the ideas 
which Jesus added. - These will ‘be convid- 
ered in a later: lesson (Nov. 13). “Bat ‘they 
convey the general idea of the need for ear- 
nest. vigilance, because of the uncertainty of 
the time when these things will occur. The 
Christian must live so that there will not be 
a moment, day. or. night, when he will be 
unready or ashamed ‘to see his Master. 

No one can rightly appreciate these pre- 
dictions, as given in. Matthew, without re- 
membering (1) that the various statements of 
Jesus are grouped, ‘and. that this fact con- 
fuses what he said about the destruction of 
Jerusalem with what he said about the end of 


the world, and (2) that Jesus ‘clothed his | 


utterances regarding’ the end of .the ‘world 
in.apocalyptic imagery, very -natural and 
understandable at the time, but not so clear 
to-day. : 


No chapter.is harder to interpret. Jesus 


-seemed to declare that the coming of the 


Kingdom . would. involve a -sudden: catas- 
trophe,: which would take place very-soon, 
at which .time the glorified’ Messiah would 
come ‘‘on the clouds of heaven’? to inaugu- 
rate the new era. The destruction of Jeru- 
salem. scarcely seems to fulfil such words. 
Nor does the gradual. establishment of. the 
Christian church from Pentecost on seem te 
be the explanation of the inauguration. . Cer- 
tainly the disciples did not so understand it. 


‘But. in. view. of -the - facts. of history, what 


did. Jesus really predict? This is a question 


which perhaps only the actual event can an- 


‘swer, 


Books THAT MAY BE USED. 


Edersheim’s ‘‘ Life and Times,’’ volume 
ii, pages 431-452, is important for the study 
of this chapter, giving an idea of its Jewish 
background in apocalyptic thinking. San- 
day’s ‘‘QOutlines,’’ pages 151-157, suggests 
that the promise of the coming of the King- 
dom is paralleled by the promise of the Para- 
clete in John 14. Bennett’s ‘* Life of Christ 
in Mark,’’ pages 208-211, gives a summary 
of the popular apocalyptic teaching of that 
day, which Jesus to some extent paralleled. 
He'was ever using prophetical and apoca- 
lyptic imagery. Denney’s ‘‘ Jesus and the 
Gospel,’’ pages 200, 296; Garvie’s ‘* Studies,” 
pages 305, 306, and Holtzmann’s ‘‘ Life of 
Jesus,’ pages: 455-457, take. up. many ‘ech; 
nical details in the chapter. For the para- 
bles see Goebel’s ‘* Parables of Jesus,’’ pages 
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379-382. Bruce’s ‘*Expositor’s Greek Tes- 
tament,’’ pages 287-296, especially at the be- 
ginning, has a capital study of the chapter. 
Well worth careful perusal also aré Horton’s 
** Devotional Commentary,’’ pages 210-220, 
and Plummer’s ‘* Exegetical Commentary,’* 
pages 326-342. Miller’s comments, ‘* Devo- 
tional Hours, pages 247-253, are helpful. 


DaI_Ly HoME WorK ON THE NEXT LESSON 
Lesson for October 9: Matt. 25: 1-30. 


.Monday.—Read Matthew 25 : 1-13, the 
pe of the Wise and Foolish: Virgins. 

ife is full of emergencies when those who 
have trifled will find the doors of opportunity 
shut in their face. 

Tuesday.— Read 1 Thessalonians 5 : I-11. 
Those who are ‘‘ children of the day’’ must 
be alert, earnest, faithful. ‘ 

Wednesday. — Read Luke 12 : 35-40. 
Watchfulness means keeping always ready. 

.— Read Matthew 25 : 14-23. 
Those who do their best with what God has 
given them have their capacity and oppor- 
tunity increased. 

Friday.— Read Matthew 25 : 24-30. Most 
everybody starts with one talent. Having so 
little is no excuse for sloth. 

Saturday.—Read Romans 12: 1-8. What- 
ever ability we have, let it be consecrated. 

Sunday.—Read 1 Corinthians 12 : I-11, 
Whether we have one talent or five, the same 
spirit sanctifies their use: 
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Ask Marion Lawrance! 





Our primary department includes all the ages 
from the Cradle Roll. to eleven or twelve, when 
we graduate. 1 

They are graded into a. Beginners depart- 
ment, ages 3-6. ‘The next,grade are 7-8 (a few 
of g. years). The highest grade are 9-12, and 
include those who will be graduated next: 

Is it weil to call them Juniors, and graduate 
into the Intermediate dire¢et ? . Or should they 
be Juniors for a year or two longer after leaving 
our department? Our department numbers 
one hundred, and we shall ‘graduate ’ twenty- 


Your Primary Department, so-called, really 
comprises the four departments of the ele- 
mentary ‘grades. ‘They. are now classified 
about as follows:  ” 

Cradle Roll—all under three years of age. 

Beginners—those from three to five. 

Primary—six to eight. 

Juniors—nine to twelve inclusive. 

This is the ordinarily accépted nomencla- 
ture of the Sunday-schools of to-day, and 
you would do well to follow it, for you will 
find that the lesson-helps and other publi- 
cations are based upon this naming of the 
departments. 





WFsT NEWTON, Mass.—Can you give me 
the names of some books and helps on -kinder- 
garten work’ia the Sunday-school? “Do you 
know ‘of any’ kindergarten teacher - training 
course ?—R. N. W. 

The Beginners Departmentin the Sunday- 
school corresponds with the kindergarten 
age. You will find the following books will 
be very helpful : 

The Kindergarten Sunday School, by 
Beard, 75 cents; Kindergarten Bible Sto- 
ries, by Cragin, $1.25; The Beginners De- 
partment, by Wray, 50 cents; International 
Beginners Leaflet; A Study of Child Na- 
ture, by Harrison, $1.00; Beckonings from 
Little Hands, by Du Bois, 75 cents ;° The 
Child as God’s Child, by Rishell, 75 cents ; 
The Child’s Religious Life, by Koom; Teach- 
er’s ‘Text Book, Beginners Course, American 
Baptist Publication Society, $1.00a year; Be- 
ginners ‘Teacher’s Text Book, Eaton & 
Mains, $1.00 a year. Any of these books 
can be secured from The Sunday School 
Times Co, at the publisher’s retail price as 
given. 

Correspond with your State Sunday-School 
Association office, 602 Ford Building, Bos- 
ton, for information about: local teacher- 
training classes. 





KANSAS.--I would like your advice concerning 
the organization of a boys’ class or classes 
in our Sunday-school. Do you advise a single 
class to work alone, or fs something like the 
Knights of the Holy Grail better, where all the 
boys of the school can unite in one large elub ? 
I have procured literature concerning this or- 
ganization, but our minister advised me to 
consul’ you before making ‘any definite ar- 








— 











LESSON FOR OCTOBER 2 (Matt. 25 ; 1-13) 


rangements. What I want is the very best 
thing for boys from 14 to 18 years. If we can 
profitably work in unison with the others, so 
much the better, but my duty to my own class 
comes first, you will understand. 


What is your opinion of the organization, or 


is there one better still?—C. E. M. 


This is a matter where you must take your 
choice. To organize your class as a class 
will create greater interest in your class, 
but the forming of the boys of the school 
into one organization will have a tendency 
to create a deeper interest in the whole 
school. It is possible to organize each class 
by itself and federate the classes, just as the 
companies of a regiment are organized into 
a regiment. This would accomplish both 
purposes. 

The Knights of the Holy Grail is well 
adapted to either form of organization, I 
think. If you will write to r state 
secretary, Mr. J. H. Engle of Abilene, 
Kansas, and ask him for our Intermediate 
leaflet No. 1, it will give you many sugges- 
tions. 





bh «nan a Is the object of the 

or, 
like John the Baptist, to glory in its decrease 
peinting to the increased attendance in the 
main school ? 

2. Ought there to be a Home Depariment 
class in the main school? 

3. Should the impression prevail that all the 
members of the Home Department are in duty 

to attend that Home Department class 
if they visit the school? 

4- Should the Home Dep4rtment stop mem- 
bers of the department visiting the school 
and tell them they ought to go into the Home 
Department class ? 

5. What would you do if a regular attendant 
at the school were instructed by the Home 
Department Superintendent to remain in that 
department, not being counted on our school 
roster, and contributing through the Home 
Department envelope ? 

6. \s it, or is it not, the privilege of any Bible 
class teacher to go to any members of the Home 
Department and use his influence to get mem- 
bers of that department to become members of 
the Bible class, if such persons are in position 
to attend the sessions of the school ? 

7. Can the Superintendent of Home Depart- 
ment have any ground for offense at ‘such 
action ?—H. A. B: ta uit 9 tus 


1,. The object of the Home Department is 
primarily to secure the study. of the current 
Sunday-school lesson by those who cannot 
or do not attend the regular Sunday-school 
session. As a matter.of fact, many join the 
Home Department, and through it get their 
first vital interest in the Sunday-school itself. 
They then drop out of the Home Depart- 
ment and attend the main school. ‘This is 
the only legitimate way for a Home Depart- 
ment to go to pieces, and because the Home 
Department is proving itself to be such a 
valuable recruiting agency in this manner 
for the main school, it is often very difficult 
to keep it up. 

2. In many schools theré is a Home De- 
partment class, made up of those members 
of the Home Department who happen to 
drop into the main school for that day. The 
attendance, of course, in such a class will be 


. very irregular, but if the Home Department 


is large enough, it is a very good idea to 
have such a class, perhaps in the care of the 
Superintendent of the Home Department or 
one of the Visitors, so that all the members 
will know that if they go to Sunday-school 
on any given Sunday, there is a special place 
for them, and they will have a part in the 
services. 

3. I should not make such attendance 
compulsory, but, if the Home Department 
is carried on properly, I should think the 
members would want to attend such a class 
when they were in the school. 

4. Such a condition should not exist in 
any school, and I do not think it will if both 
school and Home Department are managed 
in the right way and with the right spirit. 

5. I cannot conceive of sucha thing. It 
is entirely contradictory to the spirit of the 
Home Department work. 

6. It certainly is, and it ought to be a joy 
to the Home Department workers when any 
of its members drop out and become mem- 
bers of the main school. 

7. I can conceive of none whatever. 

Finally, I think I discover in question 
No. 5, above, the source of your difficulty. 
The Home Department ought to be a regular 
department of the school, with all the rights 
and privileges of other members. They 
ought to be counted just as other members 
are counted, and when present ought to be 
counted as a part: of the school attendance 
for that day. 








The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, October 2, r1gro. 
Self-centered or Christ-centered 
(Phil. 1: 2%33:73;4: 11-13. 
Consecration Meeting). 





s 
Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
Mon.—The fate of selfishness (Num. 16 : 1- 
14, 31-33). 
Tues. —Doing one's own will (Jonah 1 : 1- 
17). 
Wed.—The mind of the flesh (Rom. 8: 5- 


13). 
Thurs.—Living Christ (Col. 3 : 1-14). 
Fri.—The power within (1 Cor. 12 : 7-21). 
Sat.—Christ in the heart (Eph. 3 : 14-21). 











What are the results of living to one’s self? 
Give the Bible teaching about the Spirit's aid. 
How may we best please Christ ? 


HE fundamantal things in life are prin- 
ciples. . The important thing in every 
discussion is to get at the principle 

which is involved and to make that clear, and 
then to defend it if it is good or to attack it if 
it is bad. And in character and conduct we 
have not reached solid ground until we have 
come to the essential principles and got them 
fixed. 

And the one central principle of all is 
this : Self or Christ? There is, to be sure, a 
sense in which self is never really saved 


‘until it is saved in Christ. Christ instead of 


being the destruction of our. selves is our 
salvation. We lose our selves for Christ’s 
sake and lo, we. find ourselves. in Christ. 
But we only gain our selves and save them 
when we throw them clean away and take 
Christ instead. 

< 


Self-seeking rather than Christ-seeking is 
the source of misery and discomfort. It is 
the man who throws’ self out entirely and 
makes the!\way and will of Christ his Jaw 
who knows -the, secret,,of. peace. ‘‘If we 
wished to gain contentment,’’ said Dr. Pusey, 
‘* we might try such rules as these : 

‘*1, Allow thyself to complain of nothing, 
not even of the weather. 

‘* 2, Never picture thyself to thyself under 
any circumstances im which thou art not. 

**3, Never compare thine own lot with that 
of another. 

‘*4. Never allow thyself to dwell on the 
wish that this or that had been or were other- 
wise than it was or is. God Almighty leves 
thee better and more’wisely than thou dost 
thyself. 

**5. Neverdwellon the morrow. Remem- 
ber that it is God’s, notthine. ‘The heaviest 
part of sorrow often is to look forward to it.’ 
‘The Lord will provide.’ ”’ 


b 
And this principle is not a principle of 
mere self-discipline. Christ is a hving power, 
an ever-present person. He is willing to 
come in and take control-of our lives if we 
will give him the throne. Or self can retain 
the mastery and exclude him. There is 
something far deeper in the old evangelical 
view than is covered in any shallow modern 
version of the new life as a mere life of better 
purpose and striving. A living person must 
rule within us. Shall that person be ourselves 
or Christ? Even if he comés ‘in, there 
may be conflict and struggles but neverthe- 
less the new ruler is there and he will hold 
his throne against all rebellion, if we will 
have him. 
b 


We are choosing our life-work now. Un- 
der what principle are we choosing it—self 
or Christ? Are we to live for gain and ease 
or for Christ and his service? If we are 
choosing what we are choosing for the sake 
of ambition or wealth or pleasure or fancy, is 
that not a rejection of Christ? And can 
this end well ? 


** But when we choose Christ and follow Him ! 
I am so glad! It is such rest to know 
That ‘Thou hast ordered and appointed all, 
And wilt yet order and appoint my lot. 

For though so much [ cannot understand, 

_And would not choose, has been, and yet 
~ may be, 

Thou choosest, Thou performest; ‘hou, my 
Lord! 
This is enough for me."’ 
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Puffed Rice or Wheat 
Adds a Nut-Like Garnish 
to Ice Cream 


Here is the idea for a fascinating dish, suggested by the chef of a famous café. 


Garnish ice cream with Puffed Wheat or Puffed Rice. Scatter the crisp grains 
all over the dish. 


The result is a new and irresistible relish. For the grains, though nut-like, melt 
like ¢ream in the mouth. 


Alse try mixing Puffed Wheat or Puffed Rice in a dish of fruit. Note how it 
modifies the tart of the fruit. Note what a savor it adds. 


Try these puffed foods in a bowl of milk. ‘The grains are as crisp as crackers and 
four times as porous as bread. 


Or serve these giant grains with sugar and cream, as a delightful breakfast cereal. 


But Don’t Forget 


Don't forget that, with all their deliciousness, these are scientific foods. Prof. 
Anderson, when he invented them, had no idea of merely pleasing the palate. 


These are whole grains made wholly digestible. Every starch granule is exploded 
by steam. Digestion begins before the grains reach the siomach, 


Thev are foods for all people—foods for all hours— because their digestion is so 
remarkably easy. ‘ 


No other cereal food is half so enticing. But remember, too, that no other cereal 
was ever half so digestible. 


Puffed Wheat, 10c 2-0 » 
Puffed Rice, Ic we 


These are the foods shot from guns. The whole wheat or rice kernels are put 
into sealed guns. ‘Then the guns are revolved for sixty mirutes in a heat of 550 
degrees. 

The heat turns the moisture in the grain to steam, and the pressure becomes tre- 
mendous. ‘Then the guns are unsealed, and the steam explodes. Instantly every 
starch granule is literally blasted to pieces. 

The grains shot out are eight times natural siz». But the coats are unbroken and 
the shapes are unaltered. e have the whole grains made porous and crisp and 


500,000 Meals Daily 


Half a million meals of Puffed Wheat and Puffed Rice are now served every day. 
The use of these cereals has doubled within a year. 

They will be served in: your home when-you know them. You will not let your 
fotks.go without them a day when you know how much they miss. * 

Order them now—please don’t wait any longer. You never have tasted a ready- 
cooked cereal half so delightful as these. 


Made only by The Quaker Oats Company “’ 
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THE MAYOR Y 
SPOTLESS TOWN 


This ts the Mayor of Spotiess Town, 
‘The brightest man for miles around. 
The shining light of wisdom can 
Refiect from such a polished man, 
And se he says to high and low: 
**The brightest use SAPOLIO."’ 


Some one must direct the affairs of 
the city. wf important is the 
cleanliness the smallest home in 
thatcity. If thiscan be accomplished 
by small exertion, at small ~ daar, 
so much the better. A cake o 


SAPOLIO 


in the hands of a bright, active woman 
will keep a house clean enough for 
the Mayor to live in. 











The Biggest Thing 


ay Years 





for Live 
« ss 


AGENTS 









When answering advertisements, please 
mention The Sunday School Times. . 








Pressed Hard 
Coffee’s Weight on Old Age 


When prominent men realize the in- 
jurious effects of coffee and the change 
in health that Postum can bring, they 
are glad to lend their testimony for the 
benefit of others. 

A superintendent of public schools in 
a Southern state says: ‘‘My. mother, 
since her early childhood, was an invet- 
erate coffee drinker, had been troubled 
with her heart for a number of years, 
and complained of that ‘ weak all over’ 
feeling and sick stomach, 

‘*Some time ago, I was making an 
official visit to a distant part of the 
country, and took dinner with ene of 
the merchants of the place. I noticed a 
somewhat peculiar flavor of the coffee, 
and asked him concerning it. He re- 
plied that it.was Pastum, I was so 
pleased with it that, after the meal.was 
over, I bought-a package to carry home 
with me, and had wife prepare some for 
the next meal; the whole family liked it 
so well that we discontinued coffee and 
used Postiim entirely. 

“T had ‘really been at times very 
anxious concerning my mother’s con- 
dition, but we noticed that after using 
Postum for a short time, she felt so 
much better than she did prior to..its 
use,, and .had little. trouble with .her 
heart and no sick stomach; that the 
headaches were not so frequent, and her 
general condition much improved, ‘This 
continued until she was as well and 
heart} as the rest of us. 

‘**I know Postum has benefited myself 
and the other members of the family, 
but in a more marked degree in the case 
of my mother, as she was a victim of 
long standing.” : 


Ever read the above letter? A new 
one appears from time to time. They 
are genuine, true, and full of human 
interest. 





| Children at Home | 


How Ya Tou Kept Rest Day 
By Poul Patton Faris 


T WAS-not a pretty name, and it was a 

girl’s name at that. ‘* Ya Tou ’’ means 

** Slave Girl,’’ and ‘* Slave Girl’’ is what 

this little boy in China was called for many 

years. His father and mother believed that 

the evil spirits would not want him if they 

thought he was a girl, and would let himlive 

to be an oldman, ‘That is why he was called 

by a gitl’s name, and that is why he wore 
earrings, too. 

It was because; he wore earrings, and yet 
acted so like a boy, that he attracted the 
notice of the missionaries of Chu Chow, the 
city twenty miles away, one day when: he 
and his father went there to market, The 
missionaries told them both about Jesus and’ 
his love for them, and after two or three such 
visits they both believed, and began to try to 
be good Christians, 

One day, about plowing time, Ya Tou had 
a brilliant thought: he would buy a Bible! 
He had heard the foreigners tell of Joseph 
and David, so he wanted'to have a Bible of 
his own, full of just that kind of stories. 





| . He wanted a Bible, but how was le to get 


it? Bibles cost money, even in China, and 
this little Chinese boy had not even one 
‘tcash’’? to buy one with. Then another 
grand thought came to Ya Tou. 

** Daddy,”’ he said that evening, as they 
were eating their supper of bread and garlic, 
‘*give me one-sixtieth of an acre for this 
summer. I shall raise gao-diang.”’ 

‘*Tei! What do you want to raise gao-/i- 
ang for?’’ grunted his father between 
mouthfuls. 

**To buy a Bible. The Foreign Lady 
told us about David, and I want to know 
more,’’ 

Ya'Tou’s father made no reply then, but 
the next morning he went out inte the fields 
with the proud boy, to measure off his parcel 


«But mind you,” he said sternly, *** it is: 
all yout own affair, You must spade and 
hoe and plant and tend it all yourself. And 


-| the seed you mitist réturn-to me in-the fall.’”’ 


*¢So it shall be,’? agreed Ya Tou. 

Never was such gao-/ang seen in the vil- 
lage. - The boy farmer toiled all day over his 
bit of land, watering, hoeing and weeding. 
At first he was very sorry that day when his 
father gave orders that thereafter no one in 
his family was to work on the first day of the 
week, ‘It is the Jesus-Church Rest Day, 
and we must keep it holy,’’ the father said. 
But Ya Tou soon learned to like the rest and 
to enjoy the prayer and praise services held 
in one oy the rooms on their place, so that 
he did not mind losing one day’s work in 
seven after all, 

The beautiful stalks of grain grew more 
and more luxuriantly, until the day arrived 
when the gao-Hiang was ready to cut. Ten 
feet tall stood the stately stalks, each with its 
golden-brown clusters of precious grain, 
‘** Daddy, can_we culit to-day ?’’ he besought 
his father, 

‘* This is Saturday,’’ was the reply. ‘* Bet- 


| ter wait till-Monday, so we can get all the 


harvesting done before the next Rest Day.” 
So Ya Tou kept Rest Day, eager though he 
was to gather. his-harvest.: 

Just after morning service-next day, the 
young farmer went to take another look at 
his splendid field. As he drew near the 
patch, he heard voices, and recognized one 
as that of Mr. Chin, who hated him and his 
father because they were Christians. 

‘**Serve him right,’’ Mr. Chin was saying. 
‘€ We'll teach him to worship the foreigners’ 
God.”’ ; 

““To-be. sure,’? echoed another voice. 
‘«He says'that*because he is a-Jesus-Church4 
man he won’t*keep even a guard in his grain- 
fields on their “Rest Day.’ . Why, everybody 
guards his"grain-fieldst Serve him right !’’ 

Ya Tou dashed around the corner, and 
stopped in consternation, Three men were 
cutting off the ripe,- brown tops of his gao- 
liang; they were stealing his grain ! 

On a run he started for home, his face red 
with excitement, his heart hot with anger. 
Into the- house he dashed, where his father 
sat reading. ie 

*¢ That old Chin and two others are _steal- 
ing my Bible gao-Hiang! Come and drive 
them away,’’ Ya Tou burst out. 


took off his enormous 
on the table, looked at 
and then said gently : 


to do that?” _ 


went on the old- man’s ca 
Heavenl 
igrain, 





Ilis father slowly pat the Testament down, 
_Spectacles, laid them 

¢ boy for a moment, 

** Do you believe in Jesus, boy?’’ 

At once Ya Tou began to be ashamed of 


his rage. ‘‘ Yes,’’ he said, ** but——”’ 
**Does not Jesus want us to keep Rest 
Day? The Fourth Command is what? 


‘ You must keep Rest Day,’ Don’t you want 


** Yes, Daddy ” 
**Then there is nothin 





more to say,’’ 
voice; ~‘*Phe 


The boy was now quieted down, and .be- 
cause he did believe in ‘Jesus, he choked 
down his sobs of rage, and said bravely, 
‘* I wi// trust Jesus—but I did want a Bible, 
Daddy.”” ~ m 

Then Ya Tou’s father did something the 
boy. had never dreamed of_as.possible before. 
Reaching over to Ya ‘Tou’s ears, he unfast- 
ened the earrings, hanging there, and threw 
them into the weil near by. Those rings had 
always been there, but now they were gone 
forever,: — 

** You are no longer a girl,”’ said his father. 
** We do not believe the evil spirits can cun- 
quer. Jesus, and Jesus is protecting us. S 

ereafter you are to be aboy. And no longer 
shall you be called Ya Tou, From hence- 
forth you shall be John, for Jesus loved his 
disciple John.’’ 

It seemed to Ya Tou, now called John, 
that a great peace and a great happiness had 
come into his heart, and he looked at his 
father with a smile. 

** Tam now not sorry about my gao-/iang,’’ 
he said simply. 

** Hail—hail!’’ came the mother’s warn- 
ing voice from outdoors, for a sidden sum- 
mer storm had come up. 

‘*God # protecting us, you see,’’ said 
John’s father. ‘* Even\Mr, Chin cannot cut 
gao-liang now.”’ - . 


- .Monday: morning - early they all. went out.|-’ 
to the fields, afraid that, their grain might 


haye. been seriously injured by the storm, 


But the hail had touched only.the corner of 


theif land; and their: grain. was 
John was delighted. ‘The 
Father did protect us,’’ he rejoiced, 


**Yes,’’ assented his: father, ‘tand. your 


grain is so good that you can buy a magnifi- 
cent Bible, after returning my seed !’’ 


So that is how God rewarded Ya Tou. for 


keeping Rest Day. 
I-cHOW-FU, CHINA, 
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T= Baby Book is not 
an ordinary cata- 
log, but a book every 
mother will want to 
keep. Thousands of 
mothers will appreciate 
the opportunity it 
offers to purchase baby 
clothes of the very 
highest excellence as to 





style, workmanship, 
mailedina plain’ materials and value, ip 
envelope. the privacy of theirown 


homes, with the expert advice and assist- 
ance of an authority of national repu- 
tation. A full line of necessities for the 
mother is also included. 


Read This Personal Statement 
by the Editor of the Baby Book: 


and Co. after a erience of eighteen years with 
the best and st exclusive retail stores in. the 
country, LG Et by 


b> me send you g free copy of The 
Address me personally, I want to han 
correspondence myself.’” ' 4 ; 

ELIZA EMERSON GOFF, Department 1229 


Sears, Roebuck and Co., Chicago 


. 


Father will. protect us and .our |. 
if others steal it, it is God’s will, and | , 
‘they harm-themselves more than us. Can’? 
you trust Jesus?’? . 


Heavenly 

















LIVER UPSET? Try 
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WORN THE WORLD | 
OVER BY WELL 
_DRESSED MEN. 


Sample Pair, Cotton, 25c., Silk, 50c, 
Mailed on Receipt of Price, 


GEORGE FROST Co. manens. 
BOSTON, MASS., U.S.A. : 


W. L. DOUGLAS 
on AR tN pi 

























BOYS’ $2.00, $2.50 & $3.00 
THE STANDARD 
FOR 30 YEARS 
They are. absolutely the 

most popularand bestshoes 

for the: price in America. 

They are the leaders every- 

where because they hold 

their shape, fit better, 
look better and wear lon- 
er than: other makes. 


ey are positively the Bam et 
economical shoes for you to buy. W. L. 
ee price are stamped 


on bottom e 
aces ee 
The: Laymen’s 
- Missionary 
Movement 


Urges upon all churches the use of Prayer-Topic 
Duplex Envelopes of 


the Duplex Envelope System 


(Richmond, Va.) 
Envelopes on the back of which is printed the uniform 
Prayer-schedule adopted by the Laymen’s Missionary 
Movement, Samples and an interesting and inform- 
ing descriptive booklet freevon request. (We employ 
ne solicitors.) 


DUPLEX—RICHMOND, VA. 
WILL YOU TRY A FREE 
Typewriter 


No Deposit—No Obligation Pi Lleol 
You save one-half the regular price on standard 


visible typewriters and 5st the identical article for 
which others pay the full price. \'erfect machines 
only—not shop worn, damaged—or in any way in- 
ferior. Protected by standard guarantee. 
Easy to Own—A Little Each Month 
No Interest 
Shrewd buyers will send for the particulars of this 
great price-reducing and free-trial typewriter offer. 
TYPEWRITERS DISTRIBUTING SYNDICATE 
'855 Masonic Temple, Chicago 




















Sind 
Ten Cents 


for a ‘sample ‘‘Pupils Pad"’ for the 
International Graded Course ; mention 
grade desired, — Beginners, Primary, 
. Junior, or Intermediate. Pads for first 
quarter of first year Intermediate Grade, 
and for first quarter of second year of 
the three younger grades now ready. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES Co. 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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